d ! 
1 k- 1 E, 
IN TWO VOLUMES. 
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% Rail not, ye virtuous minds ! 

For he, like you, was friendly and fincerd - 

4 Tow'rds the cauſe of Virtue. Now he's ſhipwreck*d} 
Jo ſave thee from that fate: ſet as a mark, 


« To warn thee of dangers, ſhoals and quickſands; 
+ Where Virtue oft is loſt.” 
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MAN or FAILING. 


A SHORT INTRODUCTION, 


1 the Hero of my Tale is 
more conſpicuous than any 

of his progenitors (unleſs we rec- 
kon up to Noah himſelf), it would 
be degrading him, and might incur 
the cenſure of our readers, to uſner 
them into the knowledge of the 
= world; ſuffice it therefore to men- 
uon, that his reputed father, Mr. 
Gabriel Nelſon, was a tobacco» 
niſt in the reſpettable city of 
Vor. I. B Briſtolz 
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Briſtol; where he acquired a 


pretty fortune by his induſtry in 


that lucrative branch of buſineſs; 


for the excellence of his Naſter, 
Virginia, and genuine black rap- 


pee, procured him more friends 


by the noſe than any other in the 
| ſame line of buſineſs in that part 
of the country. This I am in- 
duced to believe, from the report 
of ſome thouſands of old maids 
| and bachelors, and other fnuff- 
takers and tobacco-chewers in the 
above city; who cannot help re- 
gretting, to this day, the infinite 
Joſs 'which their noſes, & e. ſuſ- 
tained by his retiring from buſi- 


nically entered his tobacco repoſi- 
© | Tory, 


* 


* 
"y 
& 


— neſs; which he, good ſoul, never p 
dreamed of doing, till Death tyran- 


nw a A. 26. 
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tory, and baniſhed him to a ſnug 
retreat in a country church-yard. 
Hers we ſhall leave him to his re- 
poſe, to take up the hiſtory of his 

reputed ſon, Abel Nelſon. 
This young gentleman was at a 
country academy when this event 
happened. He was then in his 
fifteenth year, and within a month 
of finiſhing his ſtudies. I cannot 
ſay of him what has been told of 
many a learned pedant; viz. “ that 
e he made an amazing progreſs in 
re the ſeveral branches of learning, 
« before other youths had learned 
ce their horn-book :'* No; Abel 
was rather of a contrary character; 
for though he had ſtudied the 
ſeveral branches of learning, he 
knew little more of them than the 
5 2 . name; 
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name; and, that logic was differ- 
ent from mathematics, and ethics 
had no connexion with dancing. 
He was, however, a very.amiable 
youth; for he poſſeſſed many 


ſocial virtues, with only a few 


vices to counterbalance them. 
He had a large ſhare of good- 
nature, and a heart and diſpoſi- 
tion that were ever ready to 
oblige ; yet, want of exertion, and 
a natural indolence, generally 
hindered him from putting his 
good intentions towards any one 
in practice. 2 
When Mr. Abel received the 
firſt account of his father's death, 


Which was told him very abruptly 


by the academy ufher, he ſhewed 
that he was ſtill poſſeſſed of the 
BP”) milkineſs 


- 


* 
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milkineſs of human nature, by 

very liberally ſhedding tears. His 

grief affected the honeſt uſher, 

who began to argue him out of it, 

by ſhewing of how little uſe it 
| would be to his father, who was. 
tam ſapit quam fus mactata—“ as 
« dead as a door-nail” — and 
how much harm it might do him- 
felf, and others, who were {till 
vrvus. d | 

Follow me, my dear child, 
«and I will adminiſter a comfort 
« which has ſweetened my ſorrows 
« upon all occaſions.” 

Abel followed Samuel Syntax, 
but blubbered by the way, ** that 
e nothing could comfort him for 
te the loſs of ſuch a beloved pa- 
rent. Youare but a novice in 


B 3 6e philoſophy, 


Y 
——— — — ˙%⁵— m —_——— 
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« philoſophy (ſaid Samuel, trudg- 
«= ing up ſtairs before him); an 
% hour hence you will be as happy 
© as a prince, and will remember 
«your father as little as if he had 
« been dead a thouſand years. 
V They now entered the uſher's 
garret, where, after locking the 
door, Samuel pulled out a couple 
bol bottles of red port from behind 


* 
1 


CY 
—- 
ae *« 


— ü 


—— —— — — 
\ 
* 


— — — - 
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A an old folio; obſerving, © that 
« theſe companions were very en- 


—_— —— — ÄiV 


« livening aſſiſtants to a man when 
| « ſtudying dead authors. Here, my 
if CM dear child, drink a few glaſſes 

« of this, and I'll warrant your fa- 
te ther will trouble you as little as 
my great grandmot er does me. 
With a little more preſſing, the 

_ diſconſolate Nelſon was prevailed 
. upon 


> - - — — — 
—— —ů —„— a — 
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upon to ſip his wine, while Samuel 
entertained him with the ſtory of 
his own life and misfortunes. 


SYNTAXIAN, PHILOSOPHY., 


« This life, Mr. Abel, is made 


* up of joy and ſorrow; and it is 


«very wiſely ordered ſo; for, 
« without either, we ſhould have 
"lingered out a life of weariſome 
et and uniform ſameneſs; which 
is not a good ftate for ſuch 
« changeable mortals as we are. 
4 Without ſorrow, we ſhould not 
„have | known the exhilarating 
« pleaſures of joy; and vice verſa, 
joy would have become languid 
without the frequent pangs of 
WT * grief. 


. 


—— 2 — 
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« grief. The ſtate between them 
is moſt eſteemed by the bulk of 
** mankind: but I am of a contrary 
opinion; for, if my life had not 
been ſo much chequered by the 
* two former, I ſhould have been 
© laid as low as your father long 
« ago, and never had the happi- 
*« neſs of drinking your health: 
* becauſe, a life of uniform tran- 
ec quillity enervates the vigour of 
* our whole ſyſtem, which will 
« ſoon fall of conſequence; but 
« the other variegated ſtate, like a 
2 whirlwind that blows all ways, 
* braces the neryes, and makes us 
« ſtand firm upon bath legs. 
= I have taſted the varieties of 
« this as often as any one, Mr. Abel; 
« but thank God it was only tafting, 
e « far 


- 


I * * 2 ” 
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«for I never was grieved half a 
* day for any misfortune, ſave 
“one; and that was for the loſs 
&« of half a dozen bottles of excel- 
« ſent wine, at a time that I could 
« not muſter as much money as 
« would purchaſe a fingle pint. 
« It was reported to be as good 
« Hquor as ever came out of the 
* biſhop's cellar. I received it 
te from his chaplain for compoſing 
te a charity ſermon for him, which 
e he had not time to do himſelf. 
« Al! many taſted the ſweet fla- 
« your of my ſermon; but I 
© neyer taſted the ſweeter of his 
FF «liquor. The L—d confound 
bim that ſtole them from me! 
N | may his {kull be as thick as this 
old folio, his poſterior as tender 
| 1 55 9 B 5 « 8 


* 


Y | 
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« ag a methodiſt's conſcience, and 
1 « his tutor as mercileſs as Judge 
itt « Jefferies! | 
« You. may think my philoſo- 
« phy. is only of uſe to ſuch as can 
« purchaſe it; and to be ſure it is 
« of no benefit to thoſe miſerable- 
« ſouls that cannot. But you may 
« thank God, Mr. Abel, that your 
« father is dead, and has left you 
“0A fortune to purchaſe a good 
« ſtore of excellent philoſophy! 
„Oh me! why was not my father 
*« 2 tobacconiſt alſo? when; in- 
«ſtead of a parcel of old unmend- 
« ed ſhoes, I ſhould have been left 
« a fewthouſands at leaſt, to drink 
« to his and my own health. Ex- 
« cuſe my tears, Mr. Abel, which 
cannot help flowing upon re- 
Ny" « membrance 


0 
2 
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% membrance of the fatal [miſtake 
« which my grandfather commit- 
« ted wen he bound him to a 

©cobler. It Was an aſs-like ation, 

* and has entailed misfortune on 
«our whole generation; for I'was- 
© bred to my father's buſineſs; and 


| - © though I have raiſed myſelf by 


merit a ſtep above it in degree, 
cet my pocket is as empty of 
"caſh, as it would, had I been a 
te ſhoe-mender to this very day! 
ut God help me, I muſt not 
« grieve for what cannot bes, 
* mended. So, here's to your 
«health; Squire Abel; who knows 
hut you may get me into a good 
« curacy? And, as I am of a grate- 
« ful; nature, I ſhould? pray for ; 
* your ſou}. once a week, and 
B 6 « drink 
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« drink to your health ten times a 
cc day.“ L 
Mr. Abel very kindly promiſed 
to uſe his intereſt to get the poor 
uſher a curacy; the latter then 
began to relate his ſtory, after tak-- 
ing a full glaſs to enable him to do 
it without crying. | 
— — — — —  — — — — 
THE SORROWS OF SAM. SYNTAX. 
The firſt misfortune, and I may. 
ſay the original cauſe of all the 
misfortunes of my life, was my 
being born the ſon of a cobler; 
' whoſe ambition lay more in his 
| heels than his head: otherwiſe he- 
| would have endeavoured to get 
me advanced one degree, at leaſt, 
above his condition; which would 
have been a proper ſtep to reco- 
ver 
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ver his generation from the de- 
gradation our family ſuſtained, 
by my grandfather's making him 
a ſhoe- mender. But, in place of 
mending that fatal miſtake, my 
father made it worſe, by bringing 
me up to that low buſineſs alſo; 
although many a. one diſcovered 
a genius in me, which pro- 
miſed that I ſhould be one day a 
great man. Nay, one old gentle- 
woman was ſo abſolutely con- 


vinced of it, that ſhe offered to 


take me from my father, and get 
me bound apprentice to a brick 
layer; in which buſineſs I might 
have become as famous as prince 
— himſelf. But my fa- 
ther rejected her generous offer; 
obſerving, © that. his boy, if he 

« was 


. A - 


/ 
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« was induſtrious, would always. 
«gain as much as would procure . 


« him food and raiment; which 
* Was all that vas neceſſary for 


him in this world; and a ſuper- 


* fluity will do bim no good in 


the next, ſince we can carry no- 
thing with us into it.“ If my 


mother had been alive, I ſhould- 
not have been put off in this manner: 


ſhe would have ſeen juſtice done 


ber poor Sam, or my father's head 


would have paid for it; for to 


tell you the truth, ſhe had him as 
properly under petticoat govern- 
ment as ever B—p W — n was 
under his wife's; nay, ſhe uſed to 
complain moſt grievouſly, that he 
was too much ſo; for, though ſhe 


2 


loved to wear the breeches, yew 
. me ] : 


| 


THE MAN or FAILING 19 


ſhe would have been glad to have , 
had a ſtruggle for them; remem 
dering the adage, Where there 
« js no oppoſition, there can be no 
« glory. in conquering.” My fa- 
ther, however, was too prudent to 
indulge her in this, becauſe he 
wiſely foreſaw that ſhe would be 
always the victor; he, therefore, 
ſubmitted to every provocation 
with reſignation; reſolving it all 
into this, „It is the L—d's- wilt 
« that I ſhould ſuffer in the fleſh, 
« may I be therefore enabled to 
te ſubmit! If 1 fight with her, I 
| * muſt: fight the foul fiend alſo; 
1 « for. the Devil is in her, and no : 
| „good thing.” By the Devil, it 
is ſuppoſed he meant the brandy, 
ſhe was conſtantly ſipping in, and 


* 
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which never failed to inſpire her | 
with a hated antipathy to my fa- 


ther's brain-cafe;; but that was ſo 


naturally hard, that ſhe never made 
the leaſt diforder in the infide ma- 
chinery of it, although it had been 
often uſed in place of a drum to 
pleaſe her little Sam with. Aht 
6d help me! if ſhe had taken to 


this excellent cordial, I might 
have been a biſhop before now. 
But that curſed brandy put a pe- 
riod to her life, when the bloom- 


ing beauties were beginning to 


bud and lighten up in her face. 


My father ſubmitted to his loſs. 
with great reſignation, becauſe © it 


« was the L—d's will to take her 


ee out of this wicked world.” He 


kept me hard at his buſineſs for 
more 


— 
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more than ſix years. During that 
time, 1 attempted to run away ſe- 
veral times; but was always 
brought back by hunger or blows. 
I became, ſoon after, intimate with 
the old ſchoolmaſter of our vil- 
lage; who turned out to be my 
beſt friend, by liberally inſtilling 
into my brain what little know- 
ledge he was poſſeſſed of. It was 
this generous ſoul that taught me 
the little ſmattering of Latin of 
which I am poſſeſſed; and though 
I am a very deficient teacher of it, 
yet I have been uſher to this aca- 
demy twelve years. Domine Hod- 
ſon's avarice overlooked my de- 
fects, for he wanted a cheap teach- 
er rather than a good one. If it 
had not been for this conſideration, 
I ſhould 


/ 


22 THE MAN OF FAILING, 


I ſhould never have been received 
in my preſent character: and the 
knowledge of his diſpoſition, and 
my own ignorance, has prevented 
me, all along, from inſiſting on an 
augmentation. 

My father died after I had been 
ſix years at the buſineſs. I was 
then at liberty either to leave or 
follow it, as I pleaſed, I deter- 
mined to do the former, as ſoon as 
an opportunity offered of getting 
into any other employment more 
ſuitable to my wiſhes. Very ſoon 
after I obſerved an advertiſement: 
for an uſher to an academy: being 
young, my vanity led me to think 
myſelf qualified for the poſt. Away 
I trudged to my friend the ſchool- 
3 ; ſhewed him the advertiſe- 


ment, 
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ment, and craved his advice. He, 
good ſoul, was unwilling to diſ- 
courage me; therefore, adviſed me 
to become a candidate for the of- 
fice; and, at the ſame time, gave 
me inſtructions which he thought 
might be very neceſſary to me in 
paſſing examination. 

I dreſſed as ſprucely as poſſible; 
and, laying aſide the cobweb airs 
of a cobler, ſallied forth with the 
towering hopes of being as great a 
man as my friend the ſchoolmaſter. 
But theſe hopes gradually leſſened, 
the nearer I approached to the 
academy. | 

I was received very eoolly, at 
firſt: for Domine Hodſon, after 
taking a view of me as if he were 
examining a pack-horſe, told me, 

« he 
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* 


« he was rather doubtful whether 1 
* ſhould do for his ſeminary. But, 
*as you have given yourſelf the 
« trouble to come after it, I will 
s converſe with you a little upon 
« the requiſite qualification of an 
« uſher.” I followed him to his 
ſtudy, where he harangued, for a 
quarter of an hour, upon the great 
advantages that his place would be 
of to any young man who wiſhed 
to purſue his learning; and threw. 
out hints, which informed me, that 
ſuch a one would have very little 
benefit to his pocket. After pre- 


paring me in this manner, he aſk- 


ed, © what ſalary I expected?“ I 
was afraid of loſing the place, if 1 


| aſked too much, and therefore an- 


ſwered, © Board, lodging, and fix 
ce guineas 


* 
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"«,ouineas ayear.“ His face bright- 
enced up at my reply, andafterthink- 
ing a minute, he told me I ſhould 
do; and then ordered me down to 
the kitchen to get a bit of dinner. 
This was an agreeable diſmiſſion, 
for I was in fearful apprehenſions 
of undergoing a ſtrit examination. 
Thus was 1 ſettled gentleman 
uſher to an academy; and though 
I have, all along; endeavoured to 

do my duty by inſtilling muſty 
Latin, &c. into the noddles of his 
boys, yet my reward has not been 
augmented in caſh ; but very much 
increaſed in blows; © blockheads, 
« dunder-pates,” and every oppro- 
briousname that Mr, Domine Hod- 
| fon could think of; and not only 
his foot-ball, but alſo that of his 
| miſchievous 
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x 


miſchievous favourites, who pleaſe 
him by playing their tricks upon 
me. | 
Had it not been for the mean- 
neſs of my original calling, and the 
violent antipathy I have againſt it, 
1 would have left this place long 
ago. You, Mr. Abel, have been 
witneſs of much of the contempt I 
have experienced; and muſt, there- 
fore, know how hard it is to be 
borne ;:and what pleaſure it would 
give me to be relieved from it. 
The bittereſt misfortune of my life 
is made by them a matter of ridi- 
cule; and they uſe it moſt fre- 
quently, becauſe they find chat it 
gives me moſt. vexation. 
About ſix years ago, there lived 
a young woman in a neiglibouring 
. | family 3 
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family - who ſo far attrafted my 
attention, by her good-nature and 
affability, as to make me wiſh to 
marry her. Although my falary 
could hardly maintain myſelf, yet 
I was ſo much in love, that I ſeri- 
.oully paid her my addreſſes; was 
favourably received, and, in a lit- 
tle time after, the day was named 
that was to unite us for life. But, 


alas, it never came! The inhuman 
brutality of a villain daſhed the 


cup of joy from our lips. He 
could not bribe her chaſte ſoul to 
his polluted embraces; and, there- 
fore, accompliſhed by villainy and 
force, What. his whole fortune could 
not have obtained. | 

O ye powers, who delight in 


chat purity which poſſeſſed her 


mind, 
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mind, why did you not hurl the 
inhuman monſter to inſtant perdi- 
tion? Why delay his puniſhment 
to a future day of retribution ? 
and, thereby, give him time to act 
more deeds of cruelty ! 

For a time, the villain triumphed 
in the deed. © She never ſmiled 
% more.” I ſaw the change in her 
face, and preſſed her to tell me the 
cauſe of her tears and uncommon 
dejeftion. 

She wept, and told me, She 
never could be mine.” I was 
diſtracted with her anſwer; and, 
on my knees, aſked the cauſe of 
ſuch a cruel reſolution. She kiſſed 
my cheek, and deſired me © to be 
* eaſy; for it was not on account 
* of any diſlike to me, or any 

© thing 
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„thing I had done, that ſhe ſaid 
« ſo; but yet, my dear Samuel, 
« 1 cannot be yours:” and then 
ſhe cried as if her heart would 
bave burſted, 

Good heaven! how was I diſ- 
trated at that moment! I acted all 
the frenzies of a madman: and, 
not being able to get a reaſon for 
the cruel reſolution, I took down 
my hat, and ſighed out,“ Fare- 
« well, Nancy! I am an unhappy 
« wretch, that has been dreaming of 
c an happineſs that is too much for 
te me to expect. Heaven, when it 
« formed your mind, deſigned you 
* for one of its own favourites. 
„With him, may you be happy! 
ec may you be bleſſed!” 

I was going away in a ſtate of 
mind capable of taking the moſt 
Vor. I. C fatal 
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fatal reſolution: ſhe ſaw it, and 
therefore called me back; and 
then, after ſuffering a cruel burſt 
of grief, related the horrid tale. 

My love and pity for her awak- 
ened the moſt determined revenge 
againſt her deſtroyer. I, however, 
had the precaution to hide this 
from her, whom I comforted in 
the beſt manner I was able; giving 
her aſſurances of my unalterable 
affection (notwithſtanding what had 
been effected), and hopes of future 
happineſs. 

After leaving her, as I was going | 
homeward, 1accidentally perceived 
the villain that had ruined her go 
out a-ſhooting. My rage was re- 
kindled at ſight of him, and ftirred 

my heart to inſtant revenge. Run- 


ning Ame, I went to one of the 
JON: 8 
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boarder's rooms ; and taking down 
hispiſtols, I loaded them, andquick- 
ly went after him. I got up with 
him as he entered a large common ; 
where I took out the piſtols, and 

crying out, © Now, inhuman vil- 
e Jain, now 1s, the moment to re- 
te venge injured innocence,” I 
fired them both at his head, and he 
ſell to the earth with a groan. I 
was in hopes that I had killed him, 
but I was deceived; for he only 
counterfeited it till I was ſecured 
by ſome labourers that were work= 
ing in an adjoining field. 

He was only flightly wounded; 
for he accompanied me to the place 
of confinement, .comforting me all 
the way with the hopes of being 
| hanged. When I was brought to 
examination, next day, I found 
C 2 . » that 


X , 
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that he had poſſeſſed the Juſtice | 


with the idea that I was inſane : he 
did this to eſcape the odium of his 
neighbours, who would have de- 
teſted him for his cruelty to the 


poor girl. 


His artifice ſucceeded; for I was 
brought in non compos mentis, and 
ſent to a place appropriated for lu- , 
natics; where no creature but the 


keeper was allowed to viſit me. 


The raſcal, however, did not 
long enjoy the ſucceſs of his de- | 
ceit; for my darling Nancy ſoon * 
falling a ſacrifice to her grief, her | 
friends, who had obtained the ſe- f 
cret from her, entered a proceſs 
againſt her raviſher; and his own 


ſervant turning evidence againſt 


him, he viſely fled the kingdom be- 


fore it was brought to a deciſion. 
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I was then ſet at liberty, through 
the endeavours of Mr. Domine 
Hodſon; who could not: get one 
to do the duty of uſher for double 
my ſalary. 

My ambitiousviews expired with 
Nancy; I therefore accepted of 
my old ſituation, and once more 
became the ſlave of a tyrannical 
preceptor, and the foot-ball of his 


| miſchievous pupils. Their beha- 


viour made me very unhappy, and 


forced me to ſeek a temporary re- 


lief in the bottle; which, by 


degrees, has become habitual to 


me. I have recommended it to 
but would ſeri- 


| ouſly adviſe you not to make it a 


cuſtom, leſt it ſhould become habi- 
tual to you alſo. 


C3 Here 
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Here the poor uſher concluded 


his ſtory, which had affected young 
Nelſon a good deal: for though 
his heart was not calculated to re- 
tain compaſſion long; yet, for a | 


ſhort period, he felt for the misfor- 


tunes of others very poignantly ; 


and, while this impreſſion remained, 
grudged neither expence nor trou- 
ble if he could thereby be of ſer- 


vice to any one. 


Nelſon and Syntax then lil 
their heads together, to ſettle upon 


ſome {ſcheme to free the latter from 
the drudgery of his preſent ſitua- 


tion. It was at laſt agreed between 


them, that he ſhould act as Nel- 
ſon's tutor and ſervant, till a pro- 


per ſituation could be procured for 
bim: and as Mr. Nelſon was to go 


to 


4 


| 
| 
| 
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to Briſtol next morning, Samuel 
reſolved to accompany him. The 


only obſtacle that now remained to 


be got over, was, to get himſelf 
diſmifſed from the ſervice of Mr. 
Domine Hodſon : but this Syn- 
tax knew how to obtain alſo. He 
had only to do ſomething that 
would offend that gentleman, who 
would give him a diſmiſhon from 
his ſervice, as he had often done 
before, but which Syntax never 
had yet accepted of. 

For this purpoſe Syntax took a 
cordial, alas! a bumper of brandy, 
to give him ſpirits to make the in- 
tended onſet; and found himſelf 
ſo much encouraged thereby, that 
he marched up tothe doftor' s ſtudy | 
without much intimidation, When 

C4 
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be opened the door, the pedagogue 
was hard at work, compoſing a 
ſermon upon the chriſtian tem- 

per; which he was to preach two 
daays after to the corporation of 
Butchers in Briſtol. Syntax enter- 

ed, juſt as the other was deicrib- 

ing the happineſs of a meek and 

quiet ſpirit, and therefore the very 

fitteſt time he could have happen- 

ed to broach his intention, Hud- 

ſon gave Syntax a frown for pre- 
ſuming to diſturb him at his ſtudies, 

and inquired with un angry tone, 
What his buſineſs was?“ 
Syntax immediately told him, he 

had taken the freedom to remind 

him of his long ſervices, at the 
ſame time hemanding an addition 

to his ſalary. 67 | 


1 


« What 


p * 
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« What does the blockhead 
mean, ſaid Hodfon, ſurpriſed 
at his daring to propoſe ſuch a 
thing,“ by making ſuch a demand? 
* What have you done, pray, to 
* entitle you to an addition to your 
« ſalary ?” | : 

Syntax told him, that his ſer- 
vices, ſurely deſerved more than 
what he had hitherto received. 


« Services, you blockhead!” cried » 


the other, lofing his chriſtian 

temper — © Do you call the 
6 cleaning a pair of ſhoes, once 
or twice a day, a ſervice that 
« deſerves ſuch a thing? for you 
te are incapable of any thing be- 
* ſides. But be pleaſed" to walk 
down ſtairs,” added he, taking 


C5. up 


* ſhoes, for I go out early.” 


-- 
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W 
* 


up his pen again, * and clean my 


„Sir, I am forry I cannot 
0 oblige you,” ſaid Sam, All un- 
daunted. f 


Not faid the other, rifing in 


a rage. 


7 No!“ anſwered Samuel, 1 


ing firm to receive him. =... 

« Then, Sir, be pleaſed to walk - 
Out of my houſe; for that is the 
* only ſervice you are capable of 


doing, and the only one that Na- 


ture ever deſigned you for. And 
* take notice, you never enter 
* theſe doors again.” 
„ thank you, Sir,” ſaid Syntax, 
making a bow; « I came here to 
receive your diſmiſſion; for I 


| by find 
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: # | 6 
te find myſelf unqualified for che 


« department of an uſher, but have 
too much pride to be called a 


« ſho@-black.”. 

At this, Dr. Hodſon, forgetting 
the ſubje& of his ſermon, fell into 
a terrible paſſion; and uſed ſome 
elegant expreſſions ; as, * Gd 
«confound you !—helliſh impu- 


«dence !” and: twenty others of 
equal ſublimity. Yet, this muſt”; 


not be conſidered as oppoſite to 
the doQrine he was going to de- 


liver tothe corporation of Butchers. 


For ve frequently hour ſuch ſub- 
lime expreſſions made uſe of by the 
enlightened clergy of our church, 
who muſt be allowed to know 
what 1s, and what is not, conform- 


n able 


* 
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able to that character, of which 
they are examples and teachers. 
Hodſon's oratory and attion 
were too powerful for Samuel to 
ſtand to, without feeling a little of 
his natural timorouſneſs: be 
therefore ſcampered down ſtairs 
as faſt as a preſbyterian does to 
the kirk, to hear himſelf and the 
whole congregation given to the 
Devil. | 
| It was a good thing for him that 
| be carried his wardrobe about 
him; otherwiſe, he would have 
been obliged to have left them be- 
hind him: for the parſon followed 
him cloſe at the heels, till a broom, - Ws 2 
that was lying in his way, favoured' ( #1 
the other's retreat by laying the | 
| parſon 
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parſon in that poſture which a Ma- 

hometan devotee puts himſelf into 
When he ſays his prayers. This 
occurred to the Doctor, I ſup- 
poſe; for he ſent up a fhort, but 


> pathetic ejaculation, for the maid 


ſervant that had left the broom in 
his way. Though it was ſhort, it 
was as ſubſtantial as the Welch 
curate's on Aſh Wedneſday; who, 
to ſave himſelf the trouble of read- 
ing half a hundred verſes, fum- 
med them all up in this one, © May 
« the curſe of G-d light upon vou 
« all!” 

Syntax made his retreat A el 
to the houſe of a publican, where 
the parſon dared not to follow 
him, the landlord being his ſworn 
foe. Here Samuel ſlept in ſecu- 


rity, 
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rity, nothing diſturbing his reſt, 

ſave the pleaſing dreams of future 
greatneſs, which Nelſon's friend- 
ſhip. promiſed him. He was in- 
terrupted in the middle of theſe 
by the entry of Nelſon himſelf; 
whoſe brains were now cleared 
from the thick and muddy vapours 
that had diſturbed him the night 
before. 


Samuel was rejoiced to ſee him 
ſo cheerful ; and though neither 
of them was in extreme need of 
the former cordial, yet they both 
agreed, that a ſingle bottle was good 
to take upon ſetting out ſo early; 
« and, beſides, added Samuel, © it 
« will help to ſupport your ſpirits, 
« when your mother's grief will be 
© awakened, at fight of her ſon, for 
* the 


— . 
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« the loſs of her huſband. Alas!“ 

added he, © ſhe is now old, and ill 

« able to ſupport her grief for the 

« loſs of your father.” 

« Old!” cries Nelfon, ſmiling, 

«you are miſtaken; my mother 

« js not above forty.” | 
Upon hearing this, an idea ftart= * 
| ed into Samuel's head, which made 
TS him think much, and ſay little, 
| during their ride to Briſtol: and 
Nelſon did not interrupt his medi- 
tations; for his thoughts were alſo 
buſily employed in ſcheming out 
his future plan of life. Various 
ſchemes were ſtarted, but he de- 
termined to follow that which 
promiſed him moſt eaſe and plea- 
ſure, viz. the agreeable employ- 
ment of a gentleman, He was ſo 


hy happy 
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happy in this pralpebl, that he 
thought his father's death the 
luckieſt thing in the world for 
himſelf, and not the worſt for him, 
who was taken away from the 
trouble and cares of a world, in 
which he could not enjoy the plea- 
ſures of a gentleman. 


Mr. Nelſon no ſooner entered 
the houſe of mourning, than he in- 
quired for his mother. He was 
directed to her apartment; where 
he found her ſurrounded by a 
croud of gloomy goſſips. No 
ſooner did the folitary mate of 
his father ſee her darling ſon, than 
ſhe gave a freſh looſe to her cries 
and tears, and almoſt deprived him 
of his late philoſophical acquire- 


ments. The tears were already 
ſtarting 
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ſtarting into his eyes; but ſuddenly a” 


recollecting himſelf, he checked 


their farther progreſs, and comfort- 


ed her with great wiſdom and-gra- 


vity ; reminding her, © that we 


ware all mortal, and muſt there- 
« fore pay the debt of nature, 
« {ome time or other: and ſince it 
* was a thing that could not be 
« ayoided, why ſhould we weakly 
© mourn for it? If you will allow 
cc yourſelf to think rationally upon 
te the ſubject, continued he, © you 
te will find cauſe to be thankful to 


« Heaven for taking your dear 


* partner to itſelf, before age had 


te made him a burthen td himſelf 
« and others.” 


Mrs. Nelſon heard her PR with 
attention ; and, before night, ſo far 
complied 
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©» complied with his advice, as to ap- 
pear compoſed and reſigned to her 
loſs, and to be able to diſcourſe 
with him upon the affairs of her late 
ſpouſe. Abel found that his father 
bad left him every thing ; out of 
which be was to pay his mother 
an hundred pounds a year while 
the remained a widow, and only 
forty if ſhe married again. She 
ſighed, and ſaid, “there was no 
* cauſe for this laſt clauſe, for ſhe 
could never think of being mar- 
© ried to any one after him.— Dear, 
te ſweet ſoul! he never refuſed me 
% any thing. Where could I find 
*« another like him, or that would 
t make me forget my loſs? But he 
e is gone to a better place,” added 
ſhe, caſting up her eyes, where 

« I hope 
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« I hope ſoon to follow him; for 
« this world, Abel, is now like a 
e ſolitary wilderneſs to your poor 
% mother.“ f 
Next day the remains of Gabriel 
Nelſon were committed to the earth, 
amidſt a large concourſe of people; 
who regretted his death, becauſe it 
threatened to be an univerſal loſs 
to moſt of them in ſome reſpett or 
another. Sorrow did not To far 
blind ſome of them, however, as 
to make them overlook the ad- 
vantage that could be made of it. 
Mr. Abel, that very night, had 
offers from ſeveral of them, who 
wiſhed to buy his father's whole 
ſtock. He would have diſpoſed 
of it as willingly as they wiſhed to 
purchaſe it, if his mother had not 

altered 
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altered his mind, by hinting, that 

ſhe ſhould like to keep up the bu- 

lineſs, becauſe her late dear © Ga- 

« briel took ſo much pleaſure in 

„ 
Abel, who comprehended not 
the extent of his mother's wiſhes, 
readily made her a preſent of the 

| flock of tobacco and ſnuff that his 
father had left, as he had a good | 
fortune without it. | | 


Next Cay the ſhop was ten times 
more crouded with cuſtomers than 
ever; and, before the week was 
. expired, there was not a pound of 
Nelſon's original rappee to be got 
for love or money. I. 
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FEMALE STABILITY. 


As the reader may not compre- 
hend Mrs. Nelſon's motives for aſk- 
ing the buſineſs of her fon, I mult, 
therefore, unravel them in as few 
words as poſſible, that it may not 


break in upon our ſtory after- 
| | - =» 
wards. 


Know then, that after burying 
her huſband, Mrs. Nelſon began 
to think ſeriouſly upon her ſolitary 
ſituation; and the more ſhe thought 
of it, the more ſhe was convinced 
of its uncomfortable nature, She 
ſaw the wavering diſpoſition of her 
ſon; and though his principleswere | 
good, and his reſolutions com- 
mendable, yet they were not, one 
ume in a hundred, put in execu- 


tion. 


. 
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tion. He might ſoon leave her— 


People took every advantage of 


defenceleſs females—and a thou- 
fand other fears, on the ſame lide | 
of the queſtion, made her half de- 
termine to accept of the firſt offer 
that ſhould be made to her. 

Nay, there was a perſon that ſhe 
particularly wiſhed for to make her 
that offer; and when once a woman 
is brought to wiſh for a thing, ſhe 


can eaſily diſcover her wiſhes with- 
out the aid of ſpeech. | 


It was ſo with Mrs. Nelſon: and. 
Dick Darby, her late huſband's 
ſhopman, was the object of theſe 
ſpeaking looks. She was more in 
the ſhop, the ſecond day after old 
Gabriel's interment, than ſhe had 
been for ten days in his life-time. 
d Cupid, 
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Cupid, though no friend to the 
ſcent of tobacco, was there to give 
the neceſſary aid to wound the un- 
ſuſpe&ing Dick. He, poor ſoul, 
could not withſtand the combined 
force of her glances and Cupid's 
arrows. Before night it had de- 
prived his head of the power of at- 
tending to buſineſs, and made him 
commit the moſt egregious miſ- 
takes; for he would give a pound 
of tobacco to a ſnuffing old maid; 
and, vice verſa, a pound of ſnuff to 
a tobacco-chewing old bachelor. 
Theſe miſtakes raiſed many a laugh 
at poor Dick's expence ; but made 

the obſerving Mrs. Nelſon's blood 


beat in ber veins with the hopes of 
ſucceſs. 


Samuel 
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| declared his paſſion, and aſſured 
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Sarfftiel Syntax, who had been 
looking as ſweetly upon her as ſhe 


had been looking upon Darby, ob- 


ſerved her partiality for the latter 
with grief; for he had been think- 


ing of ſecuring her to himſelf. 


Though this diſcovery was hoſ- 
tile to his wiſhes, yet he would not 
give up his hopes upon mere con- 
Jjefture : he therefore determined 
to bring the matter to proof poſi- 
tive; and being neither very mo- 


deſt, nor very backward, he ſaw- 


no reaſon for delay ing it till next 


day. 


As ſoon, therefore, as the bu- 
ſineſs of the day was over, he 
craved, and obtained audience of 
this obliging widow ; to whom he 


her, 
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ber, that he would make her the 
» beſt of huſbands.” 

This aſſurance; however, could 
not prevail upon the conſtant widow 
of Gabriel © to think of ever enter. 

= « ing into the married ſtate again; 
being reſolved to remain true to 
cher firſt love; the _ of which 
© was now NO more.“ 

Syntax could get no other an- 
ſwer to his flame, although he uſed 
as much rhetoric upon the occaſion 
as would have ſoft- 4 11RWhearts 
of an hundred old maids, which, 
good-lack, are made of very w_ 
Ruff indeed! 

It required a double doſe of 
Samuel's philoſophy to enable him 
to ſupport the diſappointment of 
this firſt application. Samuel; who 

Vor. I. D was 
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was never backward in admimſter- 


ing comfort of this kind, in ſmall 
matters, took rather too great a 
doſe; for in place of cooling his 
paſſion, it only inflamed it the 
more: and remembering the ſay- 
ing, that he“ that wooes a widow 
<*-muſt wooe her day and night ;” 


and alſo a verſe in Hudibras, He 


< that wooes a maid muſt make 
many fine ſpeeches; but he that 
« wooes a widow muſt down with 
« his e Lene“, He went reeling 
home, determined \to put theſe 
maxims into execution the ſame 
night. Young Nelſon being for- 
tunately abroad, hemarched boldly 


into the parlour ; where he was in- 
formed, Mrs. Nelſon was fitting 
alone. Without waiting to make 

the 
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the neceſſary approaches, as a wiſe 
general would have done, he began 
avery warm attack againſt the cita- 
del of her heart. He was in a very 
proper mood for ſuccceding with 
widow or maiden that had not made 
a Choice of a lover already: but 
Mrs. Nelſon had unluckily got one 
who had made a ſucceſsful applica- 
tion a few minutes before Samuel 
entered ; but who was obliged to 
make his retreat into a neighbour- 
ing cloſet, before the preliminaries 
were ſettled, by hearing Samuel 

upon the ſtairs. Here Dick Darby, 
for he it was, obſerved the mo- 
tionsof Syntax, who waxed warmer 
and warmer in his addreſſes, till the 
widow was provoked to give him 
flap in the face; ſaying, at the ſame 


D 2 time, 


of 
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* 


time, * Ruffian, take that for your 
N « preſumption.” But Samuel not 
taking it as a ſignal to retreat, ſhe 
called out for help; vhen Dick im- 
mediately ſprang out from his place 
of obſervation, and laid his Hudi- 
braſtic rival ſprawling at his feet. 
The ſame inſtant Mr. Nelſon made 
his appearance; and ſtared with 
wonder at the ſcene that was pre- 
ſented to his eyes, upon entering 
the room. 

He immediately aſked Samuel, 
how he came'to be ſprawling on 
the floor in that manner ? Syntax 
referred him to Mr. Richard Dar- 
by ; who, not being able to give a 
proper account of the matter, went 
out of the room, leaving that taſk 
to the ingenuity of Mrs, Nelſon. ' 

5 Her 
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Her invention being at a loſs to 
contrive a ſtory that could ſcreen 
herſelf, ſhe began to cry for vexa- 
tion ; and accuſed the poor cobler's 
ſon, in the bittereſt manner, of the 
baſe attempt to diſhonour her per- 
ſon. 

Samuel allowed her to exhauſt 
her paſſion; and then, very coolly, 
aſked her, “ If that had been Dick's 
« intention alſo ?” Our hero or- 
dered him to follow that rival; for 
he wiſhed to know the real ſtate of 


the caſe from his mother. 


She was unable to ſatisfy him by 
evaſions, and therefore confeſſed 
part of the truth: by igforming 


him, that Richard Darby had fool- 


iſhly entered the room, while ſhe 
was alone, and made her a tender 
| D 3 | of 
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of his hand; but before ſhe could 
give a rejection to his preſumptu- 
ous hopes, he heard a foot upon 
the ſtairs; and, fearing a diſco- 
very, he hid himſelf in the cloſet : 
That Mr. Syntax then entered the 
room, who, alſo, had the prefump- 
tion to declare a paſſion for her; 
and having rejected his addreſſes 
with diſdain, he impudently at- 
tempted to take freedoms which 
obliged her to call out for aſſiſt- 
ance. 5 = 
All this was ſo far true. She 
only concealed the flattering en- 
couragement ſhe had given Mr. 
Darby ; who, poor ſoul, would not 
have been ſo haſty in his declara- 
tions, if he had not received too 
plain encouragement from the wi- 


dow. 
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dow herſelf. She alſo told one un- 
truth, in ſaying, that * ſhe had not 
* had time to give him a rejec- 
« tion;“ for, on the contrary, Ri- 
chard had been almoſt two hours 
with her before Syntax diſturbed 
them; and had received as great 
hopes of ſucceſs as a modeſt widow 
could give, whoſe former mate was 
hardly cold in the ground. 
Our hero appeared to be ſatis- 


fied with his mother's account of 
the matter; but inwardly reſolved 


to watch Dick's future motions. 

He did not att the ſpy long; for 
he, ſoon after, detected him in an- 
other téte-A-tète with his mother: 
who was, thereupon, obliged to 

change her tone, by confeſſing, | 
that the youth had made an impreſ- 
0 4 fion 
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fion on her heart, by ſeeing him 
ſo aſſiduous in the buſineſs of the 
ſhop; in which he was ſo ſimilar 
to his late father, that ſhe could 
mot help feeling a kindneſs for 
him. 

Mr. Abel, who had not much 
ſtability in his own diſpoſition, was 
not greatly offended wich the ſud- 
den change in his mother; nor 
backward in giving his conſent to 
their union, after ſeeing her re- 
ſolved upon it: and this eaſy ac- 
quieſcence endeared him more to 
her than ever. The loving pair 
were ſoon after married. But Mr. 


5k Darby, inſtead of increaſing his 


ſimilarity to old Gabriel Nelfon, 
by his attention to the tobacco bu- 
ſineſs, took a very contrary turn; 


for 
1 


* 
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for he quickfy unlearned the ma- 
nufatturing of ſnuff, to learn a 
more reputable calling: viz. the 
buſineſs of a gentleman; the minu- 
tiæ of which are too numerous and 
intricate for us to deſcribe, as they 
were for him to learn. 


— — JR F 


MEMORANDUM. 


The tobacco buſineſs, which 
went on with ſuch eclat for a few 
days after old Nelſon's death, ſoon | 
began to ſtagnate ; and was not re- 
vived by Mr. Darby's gentleman- 
like attendance. There was hardly 
a Scotch pedlar now to be ſeen in 
his ſhop; and if any did come, it 
was only to ax © Gin he ceud fel] 

D 5 « him 


* 
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* him a pund o Nalfon's genuine 
te black rappee ; for he had ſold 
te ilka baubees-worth of what he 
bad bought before.” If they 
offered him Darby's © original 
e rappee,” © they wud nae tak it, 
« unleſs he would gie them twa 
e pund at the price o'ane.” 


2 = = — — UU¼⅛˙-: 


POLITE APPRENTICESHIP». 


After ſeeing his mother ſettled 
to her ſatisfattion, Nelſon began, 
by degrees, to aſſume the charac- 
ter of an independant gentleman; 
that is, he did not think himſelf © 
'obliged to give his mother an ac- 
count of his conduR ; nor ſee it 
neceſſary to confine himſelf at 
| home 
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home, as he had been obliged to do 
while his father was living. 

Being furniſhed with the moſt *' 
material article in the character of 
a. gentleman, viz. a fortune, he 
ealily found admiſſion into the 
company of the polite world; and 
his open and engaging behaviour 
procured him the friendſhip and 
eſteem of ſeveral ladies of that 
claſs of ſociety, who were am- 
bitious of introducing. him into 
places of polite amuſement,” to 
finiſh him in every polite accom- 
pliſhment. 

Nelſon, for his part, thought 
himſelf fortunate in being taken 
under the patronage of thoſe la- 
dies ; and, by degrees, found him- 
ſelf get rid of that ruſtic baſh- 

| D 6 fulneſs, 


— 
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fulneſs, which a country education 
had helped to furniſh him with. 

One of theſe ladies, in particu- 
lar, was very fond of fhewing her 
attention to our hero in this mat- 
ter; and he was not backward in 
. manifeſting his gratitude for this 
partiality : for he loved her, per- 
haps, with more affe&tion than he 
did his own mother; and often 
reſided at her houſe for whole 
weeks together. Mrs. Miller, the 
name of this lady, had a daughter, 
who was about the age of our hero. 
To bring about an intimacy be- 
tween him and this daughter, was 
the ſecret motive that actuated her 
In her partiality for him. Though 
ſhe made ſome figure in polite - 
circles, yet her | circumſtances 


were 
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were not ſo affluent as to enable 
her to keep up that ſtile of life 
long, without an addition. Mr. 
Nelſon was not poſſeſſed of a great 
fortune; nevertheleſs, ſhe pru- 
dently conſidered, that he would 
be a very advantageous match 
for her Sophia. To bring this 
fcheme to ſucceed to her wiſhes, 
ſhe carefully ſtudied our hero's 
temper and diſpoſition, and ac- 
commodated herſelf fo much to 
the bias of theſe, that ſhe gained 
his entire confidence. 


LOVE BEFORE SIGHT. 


Sophia Miller was then in the 
country, upon a viſit to a friend, 
© oo 
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but was expected home in a ſew 


days. From her mother's infor- 


mation, Nelſon was made to form 


high ideas of this young lady's 
beauty and accompliſhments ; and 
if he was not abſolutely in love, 
yet his brain was ſo much em- 


ployed in thinking of her, that 


"perſons, much older, and more 


experienced than him, would have 
thought themſelyes at the very 
ſummit of that extravagant paſſion. 


No wonder, then if he fhewed 


much impatience for the return 


of this model. of female beauty and 


perfection, as her mother had dif- 
| cribed her to be. It was the firſt 


feelings of the kind he had experi- 
enced; and he way, therefore, the 
more eaſily infatuated. 

- 1 Mrs. 


/ 
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Mrs Miller had told him, that 
Sophia was „a tall and genteet 
« figure ; endowed with good na- 
* ture, and adorned with every 
« female accompliſhment, and al- 
* ſo related ſome of her repartees, 
cas afpecimen ofher wit ;—hinting 
« at the ſame time, that ſhe had ad- 
e mirers of fome rank and fortune; 

but ſhe had not, as yet, ſhewn a 
* predilection for any particular 
* one of them, not having develop- 
* ed their characters ſo as to prefer 
** him whoſe mind and temper was 
* moſt congenial to her own. 

Had any one of them been poſ- 
* feſfed of a.countenance as open 

Land engaging as yours is, ſhe, I 
* am certain, would have prefer- 
* red him at once, becauſe it is ſo 
© ſimilar 


* 
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« fimilar to her own. Heaven 
« grant ſhe may meet with ſuch - 
«a one!” ; | 

Few men can withſtand flattery 
of this nature ; no wonder, then, if 
it had its wiſhed-for effect upon our 


young hero, who was, perhaps, as 


ſuſceptible to attacks of this na- 
ture as any one breathing. Many 
of the good athtions we do, are un- 
dertaken with the hope of being 
praiſed for them. This is a ſelſiſh 


motive, to be ſure ; but, at the ſame 


time, it is the leaſt blameable kind 


of ſelfiſhneſs; becauſe, though it 
makes a man vain, it is the incite- 


ment to many good actions. 


This attack upon Nelſon's blind 
ſide was ſo far ſuccefsful, that it 


gained her his utmoſt confidence 


and 
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and efteem; and raiſed, at the 
fame time, ſuch charming ideas of ' 
her daughter in his mind, that he 
was, literally, as much in love 
with her idea, as he would have 
been had ſhe been preſent, and 
poſſeſſed of all the charms that can 
adorn the ſex. He had had oppor- 
unities of ſeeing women that would 
have appeared as angels to other ( 
obſervers; but they were all in- 
ferior, very inferior! to the divi- 


nity that Nelſon's imagination had 
formed; for, in ſhort, this ideal 
goddeſs poſſeſſed the perfedions of 
a whole community of beauties.— 
Her colour was as beautiful as that 


of ; her eyes as black 

and ſparkling as thoſe of the D) 

of R—t——4; her ſhape as ele- 
gant 
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ſs of D-v 
her ancles as beautifully turned as 
thoſe of Mrs ; and her hu- 
mour, manners and diſpoſition as 


70 
gant as the D 


lively, delicate and bewitching as 
thoſe of the all- charming Louiſa. 
S—y—r. Happy Nelſon! that 
could ſo eaſily unite the charms 
of the whole ſex in. one perſon; 
n enjoy nearly as much pleaſure 

in contemplating this idea of So- 
phia, as if ſhe had been really pre- 
ſent before his eyes, and looking 
upon him with ineffable ſweetneſs. 

The idea of gaining the affec- 
tions of this angelic object, was 
firangly connected with the pic- 
ture he had formed of her: for 
of what utility would it be for him 
to create (as it were) ſo beautiful 
an 
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an object, without, at the ſame 
time, pleaſing himſelf with the idea 
of poſſeſſing her to himſelf, and 
having the happineſs of being pre- 
ferred by her above all his rivals? 
It was almoſt as eaſy for him to 
overcome every obſtacle that op- 
poſed this defirable hope, as it was 
for him to form the object; and 
this being done, there was only 
Sophia hetſelf wanting to make his 
happineſs complete. 

Mrs. Miller had informed him, 
that Sophia would return in a fort- 
night at fartheſt; yet ſo impatient 
was he, during that time, that he 
thought it a year in length; and 
wiſhed he could make but one 
deep ol it till ſhe arrived; which 

| N would 
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would have ſaved him the languor 
of weariſome expeCtation. 


THE INTERVIEW. 


The wiſhed-for day at length 
arrived; and N elſon, who had 
been in the wilderneſs of fancy 
the whole night, arofe early, to 
welcome the day that was to bleſs 
him with the fight of the incom- 
parable Sophia, in propria perſona. 
The nearer the hour approached, 
he was more and more involved in 
a thouſand hopes and fears, that 
by turns perplexed his mind: and 
when the ſignal of her arrival was 
given, by a loud rapping at the 

| | door, 


% 
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door, he was fo much affected that 
he could hardly breathe; and 
with difficulty roſe to ſalute her; 
which he did ſo awkwardly, that 
ſhe obſerved it, and immediately 
- burſt into a fit of laughter; in 
which ſhe was joined by a young 
beau, who had accompanied her 
from the country. 

Thisunmannerly behaviour had 
nearly tumbled Nelſon's ideal caſ- 
tle to the ground, by diſperſing 

the charming ideas he had formed 
of her; but before that fatal event 
took place, her prudent mother ſet 
all to rights again, by whiſpering 
ſomething into her daughter's ear, 
which had the effect of making 
that young lady behave in a more 
polite manner to Nelſon, and with 

| a more 
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| a more diſtant aſpect to her fellow 
traveller. 1 
Miſs Miller was not what may 
be called a great beauty; but the 
country bloom which ſhe brought 


with her, added to a very agree- 
able figure, and lively ſpirits, made 
Nelſon aftually think her ſuperior 
to every one he had ſeen. 
She allo could uſe, with effect, 


a flattery, which the fair ſex prac- - 
tiſe upon the male ; which is per- 


haps more effeftual, though not 
fo direct as that of the males to 
them. This was, by laughing at 
any thing that he happened to 
ſay, as if it had been exceedingly 
witty and clever. This is a never- 
failing way for a woman to ingra- 
tiate herſelf into the favour of 
n thoſe, 
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: thoſe, who are ſo happy as to be 
poſſeſſed of a decent portion of va- 
nity and ſelf-conceit ; and Nelſon, 
among other foibles, had a ſhare 
of theſe alſo. | 

Although they both appeared to 


like one another upon firſt ac- 


quaintance, yet the difference of 
their tempers and diſpoſitions could 
not promiſe a long continuance of 
that mutual eſteem which they 
ſeemed to have for each other. 


Sophia Miller was poſſeſſed of a a 


good natural diſpoſition ; but it 
was very much altered by a faſhion- 
able education: for in place of 
the ſoftneſs of manners, and ſim- 


plicity of behaviour, which are ſo 


bewitching and becoming in the 
ſex, and which mankind admire 
more 


4 * 
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more than polite refinement, ſhe-_ 


was pert, forward, and preſuming.--, 
Continually in ſearch of new amuſe- 


ments to fill up her vacant hours; 
which were ſo, becauſe her mind 
was unſtored with thoſe uſeful ideas, 

and that mental knowledge, which 
ſupply thoſe females ,that happily 
poſſeſs ſuch, with rational enter- 


tainment in a ſolitary hour; ſhe 


was in a kind of purgatory, when 
ſhe happened to be left to herſelf; 
and rather than endure ſuch a tire- 
ſome ſituation, ſhe preferred the 
company of any one, however 
worthleſs. She was ſo much taken 
with flattery, that thecoarſeſt kindof - 
that commodity was as greedily 
ſwallowed as if it had been the moſt 
refined delicacy. ; 


* Our 


AA 
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Our hero's character was very 


different in almoſt every reſpett. 
He was good-natured to a fault; 


and had ſo little reſerve about him, 
that his acquaintances knew as 
much of his affairs as he did him- 
ſelf. Incapable of harbouring ill- 
will againſt any one, he conſider- 
ed every one to be like himſelf; 
and ſo obliging, that he would 
bring himſelf into difficulties and 
diſtreſs, if he could thereby do 


kindneſs to an acquaintance. But 


with all theſe commendable quali- 
ties he had a negligence about 
him, which made him to negle& 
little circumſtances, which, from- 
neglet, are ſometimes made ta 
produce ſerious conſequences. 
From this laſt trait of his charac- 
Vor. J. E ter, 


*, 
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ter, joined to the eaſineſs of his 
nature, we may trace the cauſe of 
all his misfortunes and failings. 

Our hero, who had been edu- 


cated in what may properly be 


called a male nunnery; that is to 
ſay, he had been fo cloſely confin- 
ed to an academy which was in a 
ſolitary ſituation, where ſcarcely 
a female face was ſeen, excepting 
an old matron, employed in the 


_ neceſſary ceconomy of the houſe; ; 


had no idea of the little gallantries 
that little maſters and miſſes are 
taught to give and receive from 


each other; and as they are 'not 
acquired by inftina, Nelſon, for 


theſe reaſons, was yet very deficient 
in thoſe little accompliſhments ; 
and it required all Mrs. Miller's 
N 


"F "0 
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prudence to get her daughter to 
ſupport his company till he had 


gradually. learned a little of theſe. 


Love, and the aſſiſtance of a lively 
young girl, however, ſoon made 
him as great a proficient in this, as 
if he had praftiſed it from his 
youth; and Miſs Sophia even 


praiſed him as the very pink of 


politeneſs, 


RESOLUTIONS. 


His attention was now ſo much 
engroſſed by Mrs. Miller and her 


daughter, that he had little time 
left him to viſit his mother, who 


at laſt began to complain of his 
neglet, He could not bear the 
. cenſure 
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cenſure of a parent with indiffer- 
ence ; he, therefore, relolved to 
ſpare her reproaches for the fu- 
ture, by his attentive behaviour, 
and dutifal attendance. He ſaw, 
with regret, that ſhe ſeoretly re- 
pented of the late ſtep ſhe had ta- 
ken in marrying Mr. Darby. 
Though ſhe made no complaint 
to her ſon of her huſband's con- 
duct, yet it could not be hid from 
his obſervation: he ſaw it affected 
her health, notwithſtanding her en- 
deavours to hide it: his ſympathy 
was awakened for her happineſs, 
'and his fears alarmed for her 
ſafety. | T0 
Some months after the death of | 
bis father, he found that his at- | 
tendance upon Mifs Miller, to 
| | balls, 
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balls, plays, &c. had not coſt him 
leſs. than five hundred pounds. 
This expenſive attendance, he 
clearly perceived, would diminiſh 
his fortune very much, if it con- 
tinued much longer: and indeed 
the banker in whoſe hands it was 
lodged told him as much; and 
with difficulty was ſometimes pre- 
vailed upon to give him a freſh 
fupply. | 
This was a ſerious conſideration 
to Nelſon, who ſaw no acceptable 


methodofretrenching his expences, 

jo without diminiſhing the appear- 

r 5 

| ance of his former outſet, or 

K bringing his courtſhip to a conclu- 
F fon by marriage. The latter he 

7 might have eaſily accompliſhed; 

% but he could not bring his mind 
87 
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to reſolve upon a thing of this na- 
ture, till he had ſeen a little more 
of the world. Beſides, he thought 
that a man was ſoon enough mar- 
ried, when he arrived at his twenty- 
fourth year, and he ſtill wanted 
| tix years of that number. He at 
laſt determined 'to continue his at- 
tendance upon Miſs Miller, in the 
charaQter of a lover, without pur- 
ſuing it ſo as to haſten it to a 
conclufion. This ſcheme of his, 
however, had nearly been un- 
hinged, by a circumſtance that 
ſoon after happened, and which 
was the firſt failing of conſequence 
that he was guilty of. 


„ 


A FIRST. 
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A FIRST IMPRESSION NOT A= 
WAYS LASTING. 


One day, when Nelſon was go- 
ing to paſs his time, as uſual, with 
Miſs Miller, he happened to ob- 
ſerve a very unweildy gentleman 
at a loſs to get himſelf and ſon over 
f the kennel; which had been en- 
larged by a ſhower of rain. Har- 
ing a kindly heart for all the ſong 
and daughters of Adam, he natu- 
rally offered his ſervices to him, 
which were thankfully accepted. 

Nelion eafily aſſiſted the fon 
over; but the father being ſome 
hundred pounds weight heavier, 
put him to a little more exertion ; 
Which, however, did not ſucceed 
| E 4 ſo 
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ſo happily ; for the old gentleman's $ 
N. foot ſlipped, and he fell ſouſe into v 
the middle, and pulled Nelſon 1 
along with him. | c 
The old gentleman's houſe being 
but a few doors from the ſpot, he ſ 
accepted of his invitation to ac- ; 
company him there till he received 
_adry ſuit of clothes from his lodg- 
ings. I Fe 
When Friend Seymour (for he 
was a Quaker) got himſelf changed, 
and ſeated in his eaſy chair, he 
allowed his features to relax into a 
ſmile at the groteſque figure of 
Nelſon ; who had thrown off his 
fine ſcarlet coat, ſattin waiſtcoat 
and breeches, and incaſed himſelf 
in a ſnuff- brown ſuit of the Qua- 
= ker's; which was ſo large, that 
78 c he 


THE MAN OF FAILING 83 


he was obliged to tie it to his body 
with a garter. Nelſon, being under 
noreſtraint, fel] into repeated burſts. 
of laughter at the oddity of his ap- 
pearance, and the comical figure he 
ſhould cut, in his preſent habit, be- 
fore his miſtreſs. 

The Quaker's daughter ſoon af-- 
ter made hen appearance, There: 
was nothing uncommonly ſtriking. 
in the outward appearance of Ra- 
chel Seymour; ſo that Nelſon, 
upon firſt view, did not. perceive 
thoſe charms which afterwards cap- 
tivated him to ſo great a degree. 
The expreſhon of her features 
her amiable diſpoſition, and the 
rich excellencies. of: her mind, 
were at firſt loſt. upon him, being, 
hid. under the uncouth garb of. a. 
E 5 Quaker, 
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Quaker, and in a perſon that cer. 
. tainly appeared, at that time, much 
inferior to that of Sophia Miller. 
The charms of her voice, which 
was well ſuited to the angelic ex- 
cellencies of her mind, was the 
only thing that ſeemed to demand 
his notice. Whenever ſhe ſpoke, 
de felt an uncommon pleaſure 
ſoftly wrap i(ſelf around his heart: 
and his ears itched with delight, at 
hearing a ſweet melody, which no 
human voice had conveyed to them 
before. 
He intended to go to Mrs. Mil- 
ler's as ſoon as he had got a ſuit of 
clothes from his lodgings; but 
when theſe were brought him, and 
he had equipped himſelf again in 
his own character, he found his re- 
ſolution 


. = 
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ſolation gone; there was a ſecret” - 


charm, which he could not account 


for, that {ſtrongly tied him to the- 
ſpot where he was. Two hours 
did he waver in this irreſolution. 
The charms of Sophia played upon 
his imagination, and teized him 
to go there; but a more powerful 
perſuader had ſtrongly entangled 
his heart, and he found it impoſſi- 
ble to ſtir from the ſpot. 

He ſpent the evening with the 
Quaker and his family, and parted 
with reluttance ; and, though he 
had never paſſed a happier one in 
his life, he was yet ignorant of the 
cauſe of its being ſo. This invi- 
ſible influence did -not yet leave 
him, but followed him to his lodg- 

ings ; ; and though the beauty of 


E 6 Sophia 


Rad 
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Sophia had, as yet, the chief place 
in his imagination, he could not 
help wiſhing that ſhe were poſſeſſed 
of the Quaker's bewitching ſweet- 
neſs of voice ; but though he gave 
the latter preference in this one re- 
.ſpeR, be ſtill thought the former 
ſuperior in every other. 


JEALOUSY. 


_ He next day waited upon So- 
phia, and entertained her with an 
account of the accident that had 
introduced him into the family of 
Quaker Seymour. | She Jaughed 
heartily at ſome circumſtances of 
it; and only felt chagrin when 
Nelſon praiſed Rachel Seymour's 
Voice as the ſweeteſt he had ever 


heard, 


* 
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heard. Sophis was envious' of 


poſſeſſing every ſuperior charm, 
and therefore appeared a little ſe- 


rious at his depriving her of one, 
which, till that moment, ſhe had 
not conſidered as ſuch. Although 
he had not praiſed the excellence 
of the young Quaker's voice in a 
very enthuſiaſtic manner, yet he 
did it ſo as to kindle a ſpark of j Jea- 
louſy in the breaſt of Sophia; and 
that jealouſy made her throw out 
every charm, and uſe every be- 
witching artifice to ſecure the heart 


of a lover, who had made no ſmall _ 


impreſſion upon her own, by his 
perſonal and intellectual accom. 
pliſnments. ' 

She had hitherto ſhared her 
ſmiles among Teveral young fel. 


lows . 


* 
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| lows beſides Nelſon; and though 


be was the favourite, yet ſhe fan- 


eied that it was ſtill impoſſible for 

either of them to claim that diſtine- 
tion: her fears of loſing him by an 
equal balance of her favours, made 
her alter her plan, by treating bim 
with more familiarity, and giving 
the others leſs encouragement,” 
Nelſon perceived this alteration in 
bis favour with ecſtaſy ; and it flat- 
tered his vanity ſo much, to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed ſo eminently above his 


rivals, that he began to think her 
more charming than ever ; and the 


impreſhon which the more amiable 
Rachel Seymour had made, was 
buried undet a load of charming 
ideas that were inſpired by the ſuc- 
ceſsful diſplay of her rival's charms. 

F 1 
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For a whole week his cloſe ats 
| tendance upon Miſs Miller hin- 
dered him from paying a friendly 
viſit to the Quaker, as he had pro- 
miſed; and when he was at laſt as 
good as his word, it was with as 
much reludtance, perhaps, as he 
had before parted from them. 
There was now a ſurpriſing 
change in the dreſs of Rachel 
Seymour. Before, ſhe was drefſed 
in that ſtiff and diſguſting ſtile, in 
which the lower claſs of Quakers 
attire themſelves; but fhe was now 
dreſſed in that plain, but elegant 
ſimplicity, which adds ſo much to 
the attractions of the genteeler 
young girls of that perſuaſion. 
Nelſon, at the firſt glance, diſco- 
vered beauties which had been en- 
| tirely 
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tirely hid from him at his former 
viſit; and, like a miſer that had 
diſcovered unlooked- for treaſures, 
he eagerly gazed, to ſee if he could 
not diſcover more of them. His 
attentive looks. diſconcerted the 
modeſty of Rachel; and made her, 
by her bluſhes, diſcover- charms 
that the more polite Sophia had 
only affected to poſſeſs. Theſe 
charms, though they are the figns 
of delicate timidity and modeſt in- 
nocence, are the moſt irreſiſtible 
upon the hearts of the male ſex; 

That man is devoid of the moſt ex- 
alted feelings of human nature, 
chat can. behold the bluſh of inno- 
cence without being charmed; and 
he is worſe than a- fiend: that can 
attempt to deſtroy that delicate 
1 5 ſenſi- 
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ſenſibility, by accuſtoming it to 
the poiſon of obſcenity. 
In the accidental viſit that Net- 
ſon had made before, Rachel 's 
voice had charmed him ; but the 
additional charms of her mind, the 
excellencies of which were open- 
ing upon him every minute, gave 
him an idea of female perfection 
ſuperior to every thing he had ever 
conceived. bed: +10 

The charms of Miſs Miller had 
indeed made an impreſſion upon 
his ſenſes, by their external ſplen- 
dour ; but they were unſupported - 
by thoſe mental amiabilities, which 
alone can ſecure a continuance of 
| eſteem without the aid of beauty; 
If Rachel was not gifted by na- 
| ture 
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ture with the charms of an elegant 
and beautiful figure, Heaven had 
ſufficiently recompenſed her by 
endowing her with its richeſt gifts 
—the virtues of the mind. Of 


' theſe, Nelſon diſcovered her to be 


more and more poſſeſſed, the lon- 
ger he became acquainted with | 
her; and they inſinuated her gra- 
dually into his affection. 

His viſits to Sophia were not 
now ſo frequent as they had hither- 
to been; for he ſound it impoſſible 
to be a day away from the com- 


pany of Rachel. The former 
chid him for his neglett in the 


moſt flattering manner, but gave 
him no hints of her ſuſpicions of 


he cauſe of it, but redoubled her 


endeavours 
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endeavoursof pleaſing; well-know- 


ing that to be the moſt effeual 


way of ſucceeding. 
—— —— — 
UNFASHIONABLE FOLLIES, 


Nelſon could not be ignorant of 
her motives for this: he reflefted 


upon it, and upon his own conduct, 


which had given her ſufficient 
room to conſider him as a lover, 
although he had not openly made 
a declaration to that purpoſe. The 
thought of being taxed with levi- 
ty, in inſinuating himſelf into her 
affection, and afterwards attaching 


himſelf to another, pained him to 


the higheſt degree: he could not 
allow decett in another, then why 
| ſhould 
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ſhould he practiſe it himſelf ? * I 
have been imprudent,” ſaid he 
to himſelf,. after conſidering the 
matter aright, © but I will be juſt. 
« Yes, Sophia, I will ſacrifice this. 
« too amiable girl to the claims 
« which I have given thee 1 
* myſelf.” 

Wich this commendable reſolu- 
tion, he was henceforth more con- 
Rant in his attendance upon So. 
phia, and more ſtudious to con- 
vince her of his attachment. This 
was a ſevere taſk; but his principles 
would not allow him to withdraw 
his addreſſes, although bis heart 
vas too evidently in the poſſeſſion 
of her riv ak. 

As 1 binted before Nitin vas 
not one of thoſe perſons, who 
think 
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think of marrying before they are 
well out of petticoats. The con- 
ſequence that muſt follow matches 
of that nature, is a race of pigmies; 
who, by following their fathers' foot- 
ſteps, would degenerate from gene- 
ration to generation, till they be- 
came a literal race of Lilliputians. 
Nelſon was of a contrary opinion; 
and this hindered him from haſten- 
ing to the concluſion of his court- 
ſhip by an open declaration, which 
is only made explicitly when a de- 
ſire is formed of entering into the 
ſtate without delay. A circum- 
ſtance ſoon after happened, which 
had nearly brought about what he 
was in no hurry to finiſh. Ras 
After Sir Robert Nugent and 
Mr. Smith were eleded members 
En i of 
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ofparliament forBriſtol,they jointly 
gave a ball to the gentlemen and la- 
dies that had voted for them, or 
were friends to their party. Mrs. 
Miller being one of theſe, engaged 
Nelſon to attend her and her 
daughter to the ball. 

Some days before this took 
place, Nelſon happened to men- 
tion it to the Quaker, and inquired 
of Rachel if ſhe was to be at it? 
She anſwered him in ſuch a man- 
ner, that he conceived that ſhe 
viſhed to go there, and therefore 
endeavoured to perſuade her father 
to grant her leave; promifing to 
take her along with Mrs. Miller 
and her daughter, and to return 
her ſafe again. | 


7 


As I may 


# 
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« I may as well give her to the 
« wicked one at once,” ſaid the 
Quaker, “ as to allow her to go 
* among his children. No, no, 
„ friend Abel! Rachel has no 
« thirſtings after theſe vanities ;and 
« verily I did think, that thou thy- 
« ſelf hadſt Joſt all reliſh and long 
« ings for them: but thou art re- 
turned with the dog to his vo- 
* mit, for which we OY pity 
« thee.” 

Nelſon e to convince 
him of the innocence of ſuch 
entertainments, by argument; but 
the Quaker was too much preju- 
diced againſt things of that nature, 
to liſten to any arguments. He 
put an end to Nelſon's entreaties 
at once, by the uncommon folem- 

nity 


* . 
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nity with which he anſwered him, 
while he took him by the hand: 
« We believe, chat thou thyſelf haſt 
« been led away by the entreaties 
of one of thoſe perſons who 
* ſerve the Devil for nought- 
« T have looked into thy heart, and 
a find thee poſſeſſed of good qua- 
e lities ; but, alas! alas! friend 
« Abel; thy head is not right: the 
* L—d-purge it from the vanities 
thereof! If thou wilt go to this 
te place of abomination; go by thy- 
« ſelf. : If thou reſpedteſt us thy 
« friends; if thou loveſt the inno- | 


* cence. of our daughter Rachel? 


. ſeek: not, we beſeech thee, to 
* deſtroy that, and our happineſs, 
te by inſtilling theſe wicked notions 
into her minds 
aun Nelſon 
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| Nelſon was ſo much affected at 
the energy with which this was de- 

-livered, that he would have given 
up his intreaties, had he wiſhed 
ever ſo much to have ſucceeded in 
them; the tear ſtarted into his eye 
at theſe words, © If thou loveſt 
« the innocence of our daughter 
Rachel“ — and he involuntarily 
exclaimed, May Heaven blaſt 
ce my beſt hopes, if I were ca- 
« pable of injuring her even in my 
« thought!” 

« Swear not, friend; for we can 
ce give credit to the ſincerity of thy 
« g00d intentions; but thy head, 
* thy head, Abel, may be deceived. 
« The L—d give thee light!“ 

Nelſon, far from renewing the 
ſubje@ again, was happy in having 

Vor. I. F been 
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been unſucceſsful; and would even 
have given his advice againſt in- 
troducing her into ſcenes, which, 
he now ſaw, might be fatal to that 
ſimplicity of manners with which 
ſhe was more betwitching than if 
ſhe had poſſeſſed a faultleſs figure. 
The firſt is the gift of Heaven, the 
latter 1s but the gift of nature. 


FASHIONABLE FAILINGS, 


* Nelſon equipped himſelf for the 
ball in a more ſhowy ſtile than 
uſual, as much, perhaps, to feed a 
little vanity as to do honour to 
his partner. He was ſenſibly gra- 
tified by ſeeing the effect that his 

elegant 
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elegant appearance had upon her ; 
for ſhe was enchanted with it, 
and gave him more unequivocal 
tokens of her fondneſs than female 
delicacy can properly admit of. 
| Theſe tokens of her affection led 
them into a tender fondneſs that 
was fatal to them both. May my 
fair readers be taught by the con- 
ſequences that followed, to ſhun 
a like misfortune, by avoiding, as 
they would do certain ruin, the 
giving too direct proofs of their 
tenderneſs for the man of their 
hearts, till the altar has given them 
the privilege of doing it with pro- 

priety. | 5 
The pleaſure ſhe felt at the ap- 
proach of the ſcene of mirth, per- 
F 2 haps 
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haps put her off ber guard but 


whatever was the reaſon, it had the 


effect of animating him with a 


warmth that overleaped the boun- 


daries of his former reſpeUtul be- 
haviour, and inſpiring ideas that 
he did not allow himſelf to think 
of before, | 

As foon as the hour approached, 
they ſet off to the ball with light 
hearts and a dancing ſtep. The ele- 
gance and good humour of the 
company helped to add to their 
ecſtaly. They danced, laughed, 


and talked to admiration; and 
perhaps there was not another cou- 


ple at the aſſembly that could equal 
them in happineſs and good hu- 


mour with one another. The gen- 
beer: bars | 


_ tlemen 


—. . 


— 
— 
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tlemen envied Nelſon's happineſs, 


and the ladies, Sophia's good for- 


tune. 


'Their delirium of happineſs 


was but of ſhort duration: before 


morning, fortune had prepared 
mortifications as great as they were 
unexpetted. 

After tiring themſelves with 
dancing, which however did not 
fatigue their ſpirits, they both ſat 
down; when Nelſon began to lay 
ſome flattering things to her, which 
made her beyond mcaſure pleaſed. 


Their behaviour failed not to at- 


trat the attention of thoſe that 
were near them; but as the ob- 
ſervers ſhewed no ſigns of ridicule, 
Nelſon and his partner flattered 


_ themſelves that they were delight- 


F:9q ed 


. 


306 THE MAN OF FAILING. 


ed with their good humour. He 
obſerved as much to Miſs Miller, 
who thereupon caſt her eyes 
around, to feed them with thoſe 
looks of admiration which ſhe ex- 
petted. : | 

« ] declare,” ſaid ſhe, „ never 
« was in ſuch agreeable company 
« in my life: every one appears 


e happier than another; and it 


« would be almoſt an Ely fum, were 
« it not for the demure looks of that 
« Quaker. ] declare, I would n 


« allow one of theſe /olemn things | 


* to come into the place; it 1s 
enough to poiſon the mirth of 
the whole company“. 


* Be not too ſevere in your cen- 
te ſures, Madam, of that heavenly 
« ſimplicity,” ſaid a gentleman 
| that 
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that was ſtanding by her. © If a 
* man had ſaid as much of that 
te angelic creature, I ſhould have 
te called him a blaſphemer. The 
“Devil himſelf could hardly find 
© in his heart to injure ſuch charm- 
« ing ſweetneſs.” 
Nelſon immediately looked 
round to diſcover the object of 
Sophia's cenſures and the gen- 
tleman's admiration; his eyes 
inſtantly met thoſe of Rachel 
Seymour, who had been witneſſing 
his gallantry to Miſs Miller. A 
thunder ſtroke could hardly have 
ſtupified him more than her ap- 
pearance did. To be ſo unexpett- 
edly diſcovered flattering another, 
by her who had the firſt place in 


his heart, was a circumſtance that 


F 4 would 
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would have diſconcerted a profi- 
cient ; but much more ſo him, who 
had juſt begun his apprenticeſhip 
to Flattery. He looked quite fool- 
1h; and, at that moment, wiſhed 
himſelf at the bottom of the ſea, 
and Miſs Miller at the Devil.—So 
much did the angelic ſimplicity of 
Rachel triumph over the decorated 
plendour of her rival's beauty! 

A few minutes elapſed before 
ke dared look again at her; and 
he then imagined that he diſco- 
vered that averſion to him which 
his abſurd flattery made him de- 
ſerving of. He was not altogether 
wrong in his conjeQure, for Rachel 
had been a ſilent witneſs of all his 
extravagance and though ſhe did 
not conceive that ſhe had any right 
_ 1 
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to cenſure him, yet a ſecret liking, 
to which ſhe herſelf had been a 
ſtranger till that moment, made her 
feel a good deal of pique at witneſ- 
ſing his gallantry to an object ſo at- 
tracting as Sophia was. This threw 
a cloud upon that face which had 
always conveyed the emanations of 
inward excellence. 

Nelſon would have given any 
thing for an opportunity of making 
a retreat from a ſituation fo em- 
barraſſing; but as this could not be 
done without making a hole in his 
manners, he was therefore obliged 
to endure the torture of his cha- 
grin; which he could not, how- 
ever, hide from the obſervation of 
his partner, who ſaw his embarraſſ- 

| F 3 ment, 
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ment, and maliciouſly rallied him 
upon it. 

© I ſpoke wah in A ſaid ſhe. 
to him, with a degree of ſcorn, 
* when I ſaid, ſiſter Ruth would 
« poiſon the good humour of the 
« company; but I did not imagine 
« that the lively and gallant Mr. 
« Nelſon would be the firſt victim: 
« but come,” added ſhe, with a 
forced levity, © let us make up 
* another couple in the dance that 
is now beginning. What does 
the man linger for now? 

Nelſon not being ſo alert in aC- 
cepting her invitation as ſhe wiſhed, 


| the was ſtill more piqued, and 


gave her hand to a gentleman 


whoſe partner had declined 
dancing. 


Being . 
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Being now at liberty, he wiſhed 
to introduce himſelf to Rachel. 

+ Pretending not to have ſeen her 
till that moment, he made up to her 
with affected ſurpriſe ; .exclaiming, 
« Do my eyes deceive me, or is it 
« Miſs Seymour in reality?“ 

Rachel ſmiled at his affecting to 
have only ſeen her at that moment; 
but again putting on a reſerved air, 

- ſhe condeſcended to inform him, 
that ſhe had been betrayed to the 
place by her friend who now fat 
beſide her. After a little more dif. 
courſe upon common topics, Ra- 
chel inſiſted upon her friend's ſee- 


ing her home immediately, as the 
only means to obtain her foręive- 
neſs, and evade her father's diſ- 
pleaſure. This her acquaintance 
F 6 complied 
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complied with, notwithſtanding the 
intreaties of Nelſon to the con- 
trary, who wiſhed for the honour 
of dancing with her: but this Ra- 
chel poſitively declined, being in- 
tirely ignorant of that faſhionable 
accompliſhment. 5 
Nelſon ſat choughtful and pen- 
five, when they were gone; for 
Rachel's cold behaviour convin- 
ced him that ſhe was offended with 
him, and he on his part was piqued 
with her indifference. At that fa- 
vourable minute Miſs Miller re- 
turned to him ; and having over- 
come the firſt heat of her reſent- 
ment, ſhe adopted a cheerfulneſs 
and good humour, which are the 
ſureſt methods to regain a waver- 
ing lover. Theſe did not fail to 

6 reſtore 
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reſtore Nelſon to his former ſpi- 
rits, and gave her an advantage 
over her rival in his mind, which 
was ſtill out of humour with her 
for an appearance of indifference 
which ſhe ſhowed for him when 
ſhe took leave. 

Seeing her mother deeply en- 
gaged in converſation with a party, 
Sophia propoſed to Nelſon to give 
her the ſlip by going home before 
her, laughing at the idea of her 
mother's uneaſineſs when ſhe could 
not find them. Nelſon objetted to 
this at firſt; but Sophia, who had a 
ſcheme inher head, perſuaded him 
to comply, aſſuring him that her 


mother would be ſeen home by her 
uncle. 


Her 


* 
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Her ſcheme to get Nelſon home, 
was contrived on purpoſe to give 
him an opportunity of making a 
declaration of his paſſion for her, 
which ſhe had the greateſt hopes 


of bringing him to, in the diſpoſi- 


tion he was then in; and if that 
could be accompliſhed, ſhe was 


' reſolved not to keep him in ſuſ- 


penſe by accuſtomed delays. She 
alſo knew as much of his princi- + 
ples, as to aſſure herſelf, that when 
once he was brought the length of 


a declaration, he would not go 


back from it. 

Nelſon not having any ſuſpi- 
cion of Sophia's intentions, hand- 
ed her out of the company into a 
hackney 2 in which, during 
N F 
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their ride home, he took an oppor- 
tunity of ſaying thoſe ſoft things 
to her which a young man thinks 

himſelf obliged to ſay to one that 

is under his care. She received 
theſe in ſuch a manner, that it had 
a powerful effect upon his heart; 
but it was rather the warmth of 
deſire, than that reſpe&ful flame 
which he had hitherto felt for her. 
The object now appeared to meet 
him half way; and that idea put 
him off his guard, and allowed vo- 
luptuous defires to poſſeſs his ima- 
gination. "Theſe were heightened 
by her unguarded behaviour, and 

the artful diſplay of her well-turned- 
ancles as ſhe tripped up ſtairs be- 
fore him, which ſhe ſeemed to take 
à wanton pleaſure in ſhowing. He 
had 


a nie Red 
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| had not time nor reſolution to re- 


call his ſmothered virtue; and ſhe 
was too much intereſted in the ſuc- 
ceſs of her ſcheme to be upon her 
guard, or to recolle&t the danger 
ſhe was in. In ſhort, every thing 
conſpired to make them both inca- 
pable of reflecting upon the con- 
ſequence that might happen from 
toying; the moſt dangerous enemy 
of virtue, becauſe it makes its at- 
tacks in the moſt pleaſing form. 
The reader will pardon me for paſſ- 
ing over the conſequences which 
the infatuation produced; ſuffice it 
to ſay, that ſhe ſucceeded in her 
ſcheme of extorting a declaration 
of love and conſtancy, but not be- 
fore her virtue had paid an exor- 
bitant price for it; and remorſe 

| | had 
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had pointed it out to him, as the 
only way to make reparation for a 
deed that could not be otherwiſe 
amended. 
In place of being full-charged 
with fun againſt the arrival of her 
mother, Sophia was obliged to 
ſham an excuſe, and tell her mo- 
ther, that a violent head-ach had 
obliged her to leave the aſſembly 
_ abruptly, without her. 
As ſoon as Miſs Miller retired 
to reſt, Nelſon made his excuſes 
for returning home, and her mo- 
ther did not oppoſe his deſign. She 
had evidently heard a piece of 
news at the aſſembly, which made 
her prudently think that Nelſon 
could no longer be an eligible 
lover for her daughter. Policy, 
| however, 


| 


| 
1 
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| however, made her conceal the in- 


formation from Nelſon, and ſhe 
determined to appear ignorant of 
it, till ſhe had given him hints of 
Sophia's being engaged elſewhere. 


This ſhe would have done the next 


viſit ; but the circumſtance that 
had happened between Sophia and 
Nelſon, was productive of an ap- 


plication that anticipated her reſo- 
lution. 


— — ——ñxĩ 
OBSOLETE EXAMPLES. 


Nelſon went to bed, but not to 
reſt; for the events of the night were 


too deeply engraved on his imagi- 


nation to allow him the bleſſings of 
ſleep. The more he reflected upon 
1 it, 
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it, the more he was vexed; he curſed 
himſelf, her, and every thing that 
had conduced to betray him into 
the fatal weakneſs. 
He now viewed her in a light 
which he had not. hitherto done: 
her perſon had charmed his fancy, 
and made him believe that ſhe 
would make a deſirable wife, when 
he had come to, the reſolution of 
marrying one. That event being 
now haſtening to a concluſion,” by 
the vows and proteſtations he had 
taken to repair the fault he had 
been guilty of, he began to con- 
ſider if beauty was the ſole or chief 


recommendation of a wife ? N 
This inquiry made him ſeriouſly 
reflect upon the qualifications ne- 


ceſſary to make the marriage ſtate 
5 he. py. 
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happy. Among thefe, beauty had 
but a very ſmall ſhare in conducing 


to that defirable end. Prudence, 


virtue, piety, and a hundred other 
qualities, he perceived, were abſo- 


lutely neceffary to make that ſtate 


* 
. 


happy. | i 
His next inquiry, of conſe. 


| quence, was, © Is Sophia Miller 


e poſſeſſed of thoſe?” She was not. 


He had ſeen too ſtrong ſymptoms 


of her want of prudence; and the 


proofs ſhe had given him of her 
love, deprived her, in his ideas, 


of all pretenſions to the firſt and 


moſt neceſſary qualification of a 


wife — virtue. 12 
„ Herunbappy fall had now broke 


| "So harm with which her beauty 
ky Mad infatuated him; and which had 


x5 made 
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made him look upon her rather 
like a divinity than a woman. His 
admiration, therefore, tumbled to 
the ground with her virtue; and he 
now ſaw her poſſeſſed of nothing 
that could make an union with her 
deſirable. 

He condemned himſelf a thou- 
ſand times for the vows he had 
given her, and ſaw no hopes of 
evading them without being baſe; 
a charafter which he hated fo 
much, that he could not allow 
himſelf to do any thing to deſerve 
it, although he could thereby eſo 
cape a ſtate of miſery. He there- 
fore determined to be faithful to 
his vows ; and that he might ſave 
himſelf from falſifying them thro' 
future refleQions, he immediate» 


1 


oF 
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ly ſat himſelf down and wrote a 
letter to Mrs. Miller, ſoliciting her 
daughter in marriage. 

After writing this letter, which 
he ſent to her in the morning, he 


allowed better proſpeQs to preſent 


themſelves to his imagination. The 
tenderneſs of his heart pleaded for 
the unhappy fair one, and repre- 
ſented her fall to be the effect of 


her love for him. How could he 


think of deſerting her, after ſo 


ſtrong a teſtimony of her affec- 


tion? It would be the moſt un- 
generous and cruel deed he could 
commit, as its conſequences might 
be fatal. Forbid it, Heaven! 
« forbid it, Juſtice! Yes, Sophia,” 
ſaid he, with an honeſt warmth, 
« the vows I have given you ſhall 

| « he 
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© be religiouſly obſerved, and my 
« conſtant endeavours devoted to 
« your happineſs.” 

Such was Nelſon's generous de- 
termination; and ſuch the fincere 
intention of a Man of Failing. 
How unlike the conduct of the 
generality of mankind! He had not 
been guilty of an intention to de- 
ceive : his fault was want of reſo- 
lution, which deprived him of the 
power of conquering accidental 
temptations. If his principles had 
been vitiated with modern liber- 
+ tiniſm, her misfortune, in place of 
awakening. remorſe, and cauſing 
. him to be juſt, would have been a 
matter of triumph to boaſt of among 
his companions. The ruin of in- 
nocence, among ſuch, is reckoned 

| ed 


— 


124 THE MAN OF FAILING, 


ed a moſt glorious achievement. 

Theſe will deſcant upon juſtice, 

and be guilty of the baſeſt trea- 

chery; preach up humanity, and 

be themſelves the crueleſt of mon- 

ters! + 

But to return: Syntax diſcover- 

ing his maſter to be in very low 

ſpirits, tried to enliven him by giv- 

ing him a little information that he 

had heard. He began with“ hoping | 
* his want of ſpirits was owing to 


« the fatigue ?” | 
“No, Syntax: it is more for 
. want of reſt, 1 believe; for I * a 
have not cloſed my eyes all | 
* night,” | : 


__* Ayel aye!” ſays be, too much 
« joy may have that effect, as well 
| «as. 


* 
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de as too much grief. I am happy 
Ito believe the former is the 
« cauſe of yours. But probably 
e you have not been ſo ſucceſsful 
« with her as I was made to be- 
« lieve,” ſaid he, with an inquiring 
look. 
„ With whom?” 

« Why, with Miſs Miller—if I 
% am allowed to tell what every 
4 one knows. I 


Nelſon aſked 7. What he 
meant? 


Syntax then told him, that Mice; 
Miller's maid had informed him, 
ſome days before, © that you was 
*« courting Miſs Miller, and that 
* ſhe liked you better than any of 
« her other lovers. That her mo- 
* ther was fond of promoting the 

VSI. 1. Key ee match, 
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re match, and had deſired her daugh- 
«ter to diſcard her other lover 8 
* on your account.“ 
Iꝓmis intelligence confirmed Nel- 
ſon in the reſolution he had taken 
of fulfilling his promiſes to Sophia; 
for his vanity was flattered with 
the preference that her mother 
gave him over his rivals. 

He waited upon them, with the 
confidence of being agreeably re- 
' ceived by the mother as well as 
the daughter, whoſe preference 


he had not the leaſt occaſion to 
doubt. 


— —— — 


DISAPPOINTMENT. 


An unuſual coldneſs chat appear- 
ed in the old lady's face, gave a 
check 


Deals 
ve 4 
check 


check to his confidence - but that 


ore off by degrees, becauſe he 


conſidered, that ſhe had aſſumed a 
reſerved and diſtant look on pur- 
noſe to enhance the value of her 


conſent. 


He inquired after Sophia, and 


was told that ſhe was indiſpoſed, 


having been over-fatigued the 


night before. Wt 


After expreſling his concern for 
her, and hoping that ſhe would be 


perfectly recovered by a day's reſt, 


he, by degrees, brought up the 
ſubje@ of his letter, and his pre- 


ſent vifit; aſking Mrs. Miller, if 


ſhe had conſidered his propo- 
fals? | 

She ſaid, She had.“ 
Ga * Well, 
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« Well, Madam,” with a little 
confidence, “I am come to in- 
« quire my fate.” 1 
e you ſerious, Mr. Nel- 
« ſon? or is it only meant as a bit 
« of fun to entertain us and your- 
« ſelf with?” 

« By Heaven, Madam, I am 


re 1 bas 


« Then I am very 10 for it,” 
faid ſhe; © for notwithſtanding the 
« partiality I have for you, which 
« is greater than for any one be- 
«* ſides; yet I muſt inform you, 
« that Sophia cannot be yours.” 

Good Heavens! Why not?” 

_ « Becauſe ſhe is unalterably en- 
C gaged to another, who has long. 
« ſince engaged her affeQtions, and 
< my conſent.” £8 


« You 


vou 
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« You are tantalizing me, ſure- 
ey,“ ſaid Nelfon, who had re- 
ceived too certain proofs of the 
contrary. 

% No, Sir!” ſaid the other, with 
a ſerious air, © I never was more 
« in earneſt in my life. But if 
« you doubt my aſſurances, you 
« may apply to Sophia herſelf; 
and if you doubt her alſo, have 
« but patience for a fortnight, and 
* your own 2728 will convince 
« you.” | 

He could eaſily ſee that ſhe was 


in earneſt; but could not reconcile 
this with the aſſurance that Sophia 


had given him that morning, and 
the intelligence .he had received 
from Syntax. He, therefore, beg- 


ged permiſſion to talk with her 


G3 daughter 


wy 
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daughter upon the ſubje& as ſoon - 


as ſhe was to be ſeen. This the 


mother agreed to, but gave him a 
look of diſpleaſure, for doubting 
her veracity; and hinted, that 
* after he was ſatisfied of the 


« truth from her daughter's lips, 


it would be neceſſary, either to 
« drop his addreſſes, or his viſits 
* to her houſe, till ſhe had fulfil- 
« led her engagements with her 


c daucbte- I... ” 


* 10er. 
He was piqued at the air with 


which the ſpeech was delivered; 
and therefore could not help 


ſhewing his chagrin, by obſerving, 
* that it required all his philoſo- 
* phy to bear his diſappointment; 


g eſpecially, as it was delivered to 


* him in luch a manner, by one 
, © whom 


THE MAN OF FAILING, 131 


* whom he had hitherto loved with 
« the affeCtion of a ſon.” | 
« Do not be too laviſh of your 


. philoſophy, young man; for you 


may have occaſion for it all be- 
« fore it is long.” 

He made no other reply to this 
ſneering ſpeech, than wiſhing her 


a good morning ; and ſhe did not 


endeavour to detain him, as ſhe_ 
had always done before. 


Such an unexpetted rejection 


| ſurpriſed him; and the manner in 


which the old lady delivered it, 
excited his anger. Gladly would 
he have received his diſmiſſion, if 


the events of the day before could 


have been recalled; but as that 
could not be done, he determined 
to be true to his promiſe, by once 
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more offering his hand to Sophia 
| herſelf; and if ſhe confirmed her 
mother's intelligence, he would 
then think himſelf at liberty from 
his promiſe. | 
This determination was ſettled 
upon in his way to his lodgings. 
As ſoon as he got there, he beheld 
Syntax in a very thoughtful poſ- 
ture, and the tears running from 
his eyes. Surpriſed at this un- 
common appearance, his heart 
took an alarm; and he afked him, 
with a trembling voice, “If his 
„ mother was well?” for he had 
ſent Syntax to inquire after her 
when he; went to Mrs. Miller's. 
« As well as can be expected,“ ſaid 
the other, | ſobbing, © after re- 
« ceiving the news of your loſs.” 
Nelſon, 


w 8RQrwrw Wy 


THE MAN OF FAILING. 133 


Nelſon, thinking of nothing but 
the rebuff he had received from 


Mrs. Miller, exclaimed, „ Hea- 


« yens! how came ſhe to know it 


* fo ſoon ?” 


4 So ſoon!” ſaid the other, with 


ſurpriſe, © why, how could you 
c expett it to be kept a ſecret from 


« her, when all the town knows of 
« it, and it has been the whole 
« news of the day ?—Every one 
« ſays he has playedaſuregamefor 


« himſelf, by lining his chicken's 


* neſt with the ſpoils of many, as 


« well as with yours.” 


% Who do you talk of?“ 
„Why, of your banker, Mr. 
« Altruſt.” | | 
« And what of him?“ cried Nel- 
ſon, with a new alarm. © Good 
G 5 « Heavens! 
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Heavens] can you be ignorant? 
* or has the news affected your 
* ſenſes ?—He is a—” 

„ Stop,” cried Nelſon, with a 
face diſtorted with anguiſh, I al- 
« ready know too much.—Good 
« God! how ſhall I ſupport the 
* ponderous weight of all theſe 
« misfortunes?” and then threw 
himſelf upon the floor in the 
phrenzy of deſpair. His brain 
was now really affected, as Syntax 
had before ſuſpected; for he argued 
with himſelf, if it would not be 
wiſer to make away with himſelf 
than outlive his loſs of fortune, 
and become an objeR of pity to the 


ſcornful Mrs. Miller and ber 
daughter? 


Syntax, 
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© Syntax, poor fellow, was ſo much 
affected himſelf, that he was, for 
ſome time, unable to adminiſter 
comfort to his maſter: but tears, 
at length, gave vent to his grief; 
and after he had ſhed plentifully 
of theſe, which flowed more on 
account of his maſter, than for 
the loſs of his own proſpetts, he 
applied the uſual remedies made 
uſe of upon fuch occaſions, viz. 
« hopes that it was not ſo bad as 
« reported—and future proſpetts 
« of happineſs with the charming 
« Miſs Miller.” . 

This laſt conſolation was ill cal- 


culated for the purpoſe it was in- 
tended; © for if I was rejected with 
«* a fortune,” ſaid Nelſon to him- 
felf, © I ſhall be an obje& of ſcorn 


G 6 « without 
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without one.“ This laſt reflection 
made him think that Mrs. Miller 

had been acquainted with his loſſes 
before ſhe gave him a refuſal. 

He was not wrong in his con- 
jeQure; for that lady, as we hinted 
before, heard the ſtory of Mr. Al- 
truſt's bankruptcy at the affembly ; 
and knowing Nelſon's fortune to 
be in his hands, ſhe did not wait for 
a confirmation of the news, but in- 
ſtantly reſolved to get out of his 
- acquaintance as faſt as poſſible. 
When ſhe got home, ſhe did not 
let Nelſon know what ſhe had 
heard ; but, as ſoon as he was gone, 
ſhe poſted up to her daughter's 
apartment, and communicated the 
news to her; ending with an obſer- 
„vation, 
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vation, © that their ſcheme was all 
© blown up.” 

Sophia, who had reaſons which 
her mother was ignorant of, was 
thunderſtruck with this unforeſeen _ 
circumſtance, and gave vent to her 
diſappointment in a flood of tears, 
which ſhe laid to the account of her 
grief for Nelſon's misfortune. Her 
mother, who was ignorant of the 
ſituation of her daughter with re- 
ſpea to Nelſon, comforted her 
with the account of a new con- 
queſt that ſhe had made at the af. 
ſembly. This was no leſs a lover 
than a London haberdaſher, who 
was ſo much ſtruck with her charms, 
that he could not help expreſſing 
his admiration of her to her mo- 
ther: and that good lady gave him 
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an invitation to her houſe, when 
ſhe.took leave of the aſſembly. 
Sophia, who certainly loved 
Nelſon more than any one elſe, 
found her heart loth to part from 
him ; but being one of thoſe who 
cannot brook the thought of ſtoop. 
ing to an inferior ſtation, although 
her happineſs could be ſecured 
thereby; ſhe began to think of 
following her mother's advice, as 
it was impoſſible for him to keep 
her in the ſtile which he had hi- 
therto lived in. Thus did ſhe give 
up all title to virtue, conſtancy, 
and every thing that can render a 
woman praiſe-worthy. 
The affair that happened be- 
tween N elſon and her, gave her, 
* however, 
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however, a good deal of uneaſi- 
neſs, leſt it ſhould be diſcovered 
by accident or time. ' But ſhe at 
length got over this alſo; for ſhe 
had ſo much confidence in his 
honour, that ſhe thought herſelf 
ſecure on that ſide ; and with re- 
ſpe to the danger of its being 
diſcovered by time, ſhe reſolved 
not to baulk an agreeable lover 
by unneceſſary delays. 

As ſoon as Nelſon had recover- 
ed himſelf from the deſpair that the 


news of Mr. Altruſt's failure had 


put him into, he was informed by 
Syntax, that his mother was very 
ill, and required his inftant attend- 


ance. Nelſon, who loved her with 


the moſt dutif ul affeftion, immedi- 
. ately 
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ately took a hackney coach and 
went to her. 


A DISCOVERY, 


He found her very ill indeed; 
and knowing that his misfortunes 
had added to her diſtreſs, he aſ- 
ſumed a compoſure that was ill ſuit- 
ed to the anguiſh of his heart, and 
began to comfort her with the 
hopes of his loſſes turning out 
more favourable than had been 
reported. | 

Sighing from the bottom of ber 
heart, ſhe anſwered, that his loſs: 
« had indeed helped to bring her to 
« the preſent lade e was in; but 
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* my ſpirits, my dear Abel, were 
« deſtroyed before that event hap- 
* pened. I have been to blame 
for a deed that cannot now be 
« recalled; and for which my con- 
« ſcience has ſeverely upbraided 
tc me for ſeveral months back. Mr. 
« Darby's unkindneſs ſoon con- 
« vinced me of my folly: but 1 
10 ſhall make no complaints of him; 
« it is only myſelf that ought to 
* ſuffer the reproaches of con- 
« ſcience. Thank Heaven, that 
« witt not be long, for I feel the 
« approach of death ; which comes 
©as a kind friend to relieve me 
« from my ſufferings. Before that 
event takes place, I muſt ſuffer 
« ſtill greater pangs, by entruſting 
© you with a ſecret that will embit- 
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« ter all thy dyn. O! ho can 1 


„ wound your ſoul with the par- 


* ticulars? It muſt not, it ſhall 
* not be. Yet, alas! what good 
« will a few weeks' reſpite do you? 
for you will hear it of ſome time, 
* and may curſe me for concealing 
« it, —Father of mercies, pardon 
me, and enable my innocent ſon 
« to ſupport the ſtory of my diſ- 
ſes grace, and * misfortune in be- 
ring my ion. 


« O! ſhock not your Nelfon 


&« with ſuch a ſolemn introduc- 


* tion!” 
* Nelſon,” cried ſhe, * you 
te have probed me to the bottom 


of my wound by that name: it 


« rankles in my breaſt, and fills my 
cars with terror.” 


« O) 
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« O! ſay not ſo of ſuch a reve= 
* rend name—the name of a be- 
« loved parent that ſtill lives in my 
« heart.” 

« Go on, cruel ſon! 4 tear 
« me to pieces by thy words. 
« But I do thee injuſtice ; thou art 
'*« not cruel, but all tenderneſs and 
« affeftion.—O! why muſt I re- 
« ward it with a tale that will de» 
« ſtroy thy happineſs, and embit- 
« ter thy future liſe 0 Netton:» 
* —þut why call thee by a name 
* that does not belong to thee ?” 

« Cool Heaven! What do you 
* mean? Am I not your ſon ?” 

« You are, you are; but your 
© name is not Nelſon :—he was not 


& thy father, although he fondly 


- « believed thee to be his ſon, I 


« {es 


; © 4 
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„ ſee thy grief and emotion at 
* hearing the unwelcome ſtory; 
« but, O do not let them enrage 
« thee to curſe thy mother.“ 

* This is too much,” ſaid the 
wretched Nelſon, fully compre- 
hending the purport of the ſtory. 
« Unhappy wretch that I am, the 
« meaſure of my diſgrace is now 
fully compleated. O cruel pa- 
„rent! Why did you not ſlifle 
© me in the birth? Why introduce 
© me into the world, to be pointed 
* at as an object of ſcorn ?” 

This laſt ſwallowed up all his 
other misfortunes; for what were 
the frowns of a miſtreſs, or a ſtate 
'of poverty, in compariſon to this 
account of his diſgraceful origin ? 
The former could be got over, and 

WL - = the 


* 


THE MAN OF FAILING, 14S 


the other aleviated by the reflexion, 


that poverty was often the at- 
tendant of virtuous worth. But 
« what will conſole me under the 
« contempt of the world, and the 
te 1gnominy of my birth? I may 
« have friends who would not 
« deſpiſe me for being poor, but 
« would they condeſcend to be a 
* companion to a baſtard?” 

As ſoon as his diſpair gave him 
leave to attend to his wretched 
parent, he redeived from her 
the account of this unwelcome 
diſcovery. / 
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Her parents dying while ſhe 


| vas young; ſhe was placed under 


the 
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the guardianſhip of a clergyman, 
who has ſince rendered himſelf 
famous by the wit and indelicacy 
of his writings; and who has 


gained much miſtaken praiſe for 
the ſuppoſed benevolence or phi- 


lanthropy of his heart. 
Her guardian, although his 


_ conſtitution did not promiſe him 


to be of an amorous nature, was 


a man of licentious principles; 


his converſation was faſcinating, 
and therefore rendered him more 
dangerous than a profeſſed de- 
bauchee. His ward fell a ſacrifice 
to his unlawful defires; and prov- 
ing with child, he prevailed upon 
her, in order to hide her ſhame 
and fave himſelf from ſcandal, to 
give her hand to Gabriel Nelſon, 

a friend 


THE MAN OF FAILING. 147 


a friend that had more than once 
aſſiſted him in pecuniary matters, 
In order to carry on the deceit 
upon her huſband, Mrs. Nelſon 
was {fill obliged to have recourſe 
to artifice ; otherwiſe the prema- 
ture birth of our Hero would have 
diſcovered the injury which his 
ungrateful friend and wife had 
done him. This was by hiding 
her bulky appearance as much as 
poſſible; and contriving a journey 
to the country a few days before 
ſhe was delivered of Abel. The 
ſmallneſs of his ſize enabled her 
to deceive Gabriel, by pretending 
that he had come before his time, 
by means of a fright that ſhe had 
received in her journey to the 
country. So that every thing 
ſucceeded 


448 TRE MAN OP FAILING. 


ſucceeded | to her wiſhes, and * 
diſgrace was hid from every one 
ſave him who had been a partner 
in her guilt. But although it was 
hid from the world, an uneaſy 
remembrance haunted her mind 
occaſionally during her life; for 
ſhe had fo little confidence in the 
clergyman's ſecrecy, that ſhe was 
apprehenſive of his bringing it to 
light in an hour of vanity or intox- 
ication, at one time or another. 
Her fears, however, .were diſap- 
pointed; for the diſcovery of it 
never reached her ears: but at 
laſt finding her life drawing rapid · 
ly to acloſe, ſhe found ſhe could 
not quit the world with compoſure, - 
till ſhe had unboſomed the ſecret | 
to her ſon. - This made ber ſend 


6 for 
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for him, to give him the account 
which we have juſt now related. 
Nelſon's pride was ſeverely 
humbled with the account which 
his mother gave him; and at that 
moment he would willingly have 


fled to the moſt diſtant corner of 


the globe, where he might be in no 
danger of hearing a diſcovery of 
his diſtreſſing origin. But when 
he refleQed that the ſecret was 
only in the breaſt of his expiring 
mother, he forgot his own diſtreſs 
to attend upon her in her laſt 


moments. Had he known that it 


was entruſted to a prieſt, his pride, 
there is reaſon to fear, would have 
got the better of his reſolution, 
and made him commit fomething 
raſh againſt his own life; but as 

Vor. I. ht that 
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that knowledge did not reach him 
till ſome time after, he had time to 
reflect, and wiſdom to allow his 
mind to think of it vith philoſo. 
. phical calmneſs, & 


CONSOLATORY. 


A few days after he had ſeen his 
parent laid in the grave, he paid 
a viſit to his good friend the Qua- 

ker; who had heard of the loſs of 
his fortune, but who, neverthe- 
leſs, welcomed him with more af- 
fectionate tenderneſs than before. 
Nelſon's heart had been ſufficient- 
ly humbled by ſo many misfor- 
tunes; it was therefore very ſenſi- 
bly affe ted with the * con- 
duct 


CY 
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duct of the Quaker. The gentle 
Rachel, alſo, who had left the 
aſſembly with ſome degree of re- 


ſentment againſt him on account 
of the abſurdity of his conduct; 
but reſentment could not harbour 
long in the friendly breaft of that 
amiable girl. The news of his 
misfortunes quite eradicated it, 
and filled her with a ſolicitous 
anxiety which ſhe had never felt 
before. 


This anxiety was augmented 


every day, when ſhe found that 


he did not make his appearance. 
She feared he was not well, or, that 
his misfortunes had taken a root 
in his heart, and made him ſhun 
the ſociety of his former friends. 


Tin that moment ſ ſhe did not know 


11 that 


© as 


2 — : * | 


* 


o 5 = ” 


F 9 
* 


| 9 
3 LES i 


4 
: 
4 


Li 
LOS 
# 
' 


= 
- _—y_ E 
D * = 1 
EPR 


a 
—_ 


152 THE MAN OF FALLING. 


that ſhe had an affection for him, 
nor believe that his abſence could 
have affected her. When ſhe 
heard of-the death of his mother, 
her compaſſion was augmented ; 
ſhe wiſhed to ſee him, and to ſhew 
her intereſt in his welfare by her 
endeavours to make him happy. 


Her delicacy hindered her from 


- ſhewing too much concern for him, 
when he did come: but ſhe could 
not altogether hide it ; fog Nelfon 
perceived that ſhe did not treat 
him with the coldneſs that he had 
expected; and that knowledge 
made him happy. 

Thoſe only that have experien- 
ced the like misfortunes with him, 


can have an idea of the happineſs 


that he enjoyed in the friendſhip 
; of 
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af this worthy family, where he 


was treated like a ſon. He found 
his loſs of fortune made no alter- 
ation in their behaviour to him.; 


he was rather. treated with more 


kindneſs than he had been while 
poſſeſſed of one. 
« A friend in need is a friend 


indeed,“ is a very common pro- 


verb, but very ſeldom put in 
practice: the Quaker was one, 
however, that followed it ftrifly. 
The poor he would entreat with 
all kindneſs, but the rich he ſent 
empty away. 

« Friend Nelſon,“ ſaid he to 
him one day, thou wilt now 
* have the opportunity of knowing 
* thy. real friends. Had I offered 
«thee my friendſhip before, thou 


H 3 _-« wouldſt 
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* wouldſt have looked upon my 
« offers as words of courſe 1 
* thou canſt not conſider them as 


« ſuch in thy preſent ſituation; 


te thou art welcome to my houſe 
ce and table; make not thyfelf a 
ce ſtranger, for ve are all thy 


« friends.“ 


Being fo kindly received by . 


thoſe whom his heart moſt eſteem- 


ed, he no longer regretted his loſs 


of fortune; bappineſs again began 
to dawn 'in his breaſt,. and he lay 
down to reſt with more placid 
content than he had done for ſome 
time. © Heaven be praiſed,” ſaid 
he to himſelf, I now find that 
« happineſs is not the attendant of 
the rich only. If it were, how 
e miſerable - would the lives of 


e thoſe 
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© thoſe be, who are not the 
„favourites of fortune!“ 


FEMALE CONSTAN CV. 


Next day he waited upon Mrs. 
Miller and her daughter; for he 
Rill thought himſelf under an 
obligation to fulfil his promiſe to 
the latter, as he had not yet got a 
final refuſal from her own lips: 
not that he wiſhed to be accepted 
of by her; for he was fully per- 
ſuaded that her taſte for grandeur 
would ill ſuit with his diminiſhed 
fortune; and to circumſcribe her 
in that matter, he well knew, would 
make her the moſt unhappy mor- 
tal breathing. 
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The London haberdaſher, who 
had been fo violently ſtruck with 
ber charms at the aſſembly, was 

with. her when he called. The 
familiarities- that he perceived 
paſſing between them, gave him at 
once an unfavourable idea of her 
prudence and conitancy; and her 

altered behaviour to himſelf, was 
to contrary to what he had former- 
ly received, that hewas convinced 
the buſineſs he came upon would 


be fruitleſs : he therefore reſolved. | 


to ſay nothing upon the ſubjeQ, 
vnleſs ſhe relaxed the diſtance of 
her looks and behaviour. 

This indifference would have 
been a very mortifying circum- 
ſtance to him at one time: but it 
now had a contrary effet; fon, 


notw ith- 
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notwithſtanding his reſolution of 
being faithful-to his promiſe, he 
felt more pleaſure at the proſpe&t 
of being rejected than accepted; 
and that pleaſure. was occaſioned 
by his hopes of poſſeſſing one that 

was Cearer-to him than Sophia had 
ever been. ; 

It certainly had the effect of 
making. him more cheerful than 
they expetted; for Mrs. Miller 

obſerved, © That it was a mon- 
« filrous happy thing for him that 
« he had got over fo many ſhock- 
«ing misfortunes, ſo eaſily as he 
« appeared to have done. 

Nelſon could not help ſhewing 
ſome degree of pique, by his 
anſwer, for which he condemned 

himſelf afterwards. Thank God,” 
| H 5 ſaid 
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| ſaid he, giving a ſigniflcant look 
to Miſs Miller, * the firſt proſpect 
* of our misfortunes is generally 
« the worſt; for what we at firſt 
* look upon as a great hardſhip, 
* may afterwards appear to be no 
* hardſhip at all.” Sophia took 
this obſervation to herſelf; for ſhe 
reddened like fcarlet, but ſaid 
nothing; and thinking that indif- 
ference would mortify him, ſhe 
gave him not the leaſt attention 
during the remainder of his viſit, 
but kept talking away with her 
new lover the whole time. 

This gentleman was one of that 
ſpecies of animals called cox- 
combs; and, of the talking kind, 
which are ſo very numerous in 
the capital city of a certain king- 

dom; 
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dom ; but which Linneus has, 
moſt unaccountably, forgotten to 
deſcribe in his Syſtema de Na- 
tura. —Some of theſe are as ugly 
as bears; but have all the va- 
nity and miſchievous pertneſs of 
baboons. 

Mr. Spruce was as well qualified 
by this perineſs and loquacity to 


be a London haberdaſher, as any 


one from Marybone to Mile-end. 
He could deſcant for an hour, with 
all the eloquence of cockney 
oratory, upon © the beautiful effett 
« ſuch a gown would have upon a 
* lady's complexion; or, on the 
« elegance of a ſprigged handker- 
te chief.” —A youch properly qua- 
lified for this buſineſs, will out-talk 
a woman thathas tired the patience 
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of hundreds, by one day's goſſip- 
ping. 
But to return to our narrative: 
Nelſon ſoon ſeeing on what foot- 
ing this gentleman was with So- 
phia, took his leave, without a wiſh 
of interrupting his ſucceſs ; which 
was ſo great, that im a fortnight he 
talked himſelf entirely into her fa- 
vour. This ſucceſs gratified his 
vanity ſo much, that he paſſed all 
his time in her company; and ſhe ' 
was unhappy if ſhe was deprived 
ol that for half a day. ; 
Lovers of this charafter are 
much happier, for a time, than 
the graver ſort can be: but, alas 
it is not ſo permanent; for the firſt 
mortification, on either ſide, de- 
ſtroys their delirium, and makes 
5 them 
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them perceive innumerable imper- 
fections in each other. The truth 
of this obſervation 1s verified in 
the ſequel of Mr. Spruce's ſtory. 
Nelſon's viſits were now entirely 
confined to the Quaker's family; 
where he enjoyed more real plea- 
ſure, and met with more ſincere 
friegdſhip, than he had met with in 
polite circles. Rachel was more 
endeared to him, the longer he was 
acquainted with her; for every day 
diſcovered ſomething amiable in 
her charatter and deportment, 
which he had not obſerved before: 
and theſe good qualities did not ap- 
pear to be blended with the com- 
mon foibles of her ſex; as envy, 
detraction, &c. | 


Had 5 
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Had her perſon been formed as 
beautiful 'as her mind was excel- 
lent, ſhe would have been irreſiſt- 
ible; but as there was nothing 
ſtriking in her appearance, ſhe 
paſſed unobſerved among the com- 
mon herd. — Nelſon was the only 
one acquainted with her value; but 
his change of fortune forbad him to 
hope too fondly of ever poſſeſſing 
ſo rich a treaſure: freſh diſgraces 
made theſe little hopes ſtil ſmaller. 


PRIESTCRAFT. 


I hinted before, that his mother 
had intruſted the ſecret vf his ille- 
1 TORY gitimacy 
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gitimacy to a prieſt, who had been 
her father-confeſſor for ſome time; 
for ſhe, unknown to Nelſon, died 
a Roman Catholic. Gerrard was 
very Tigid in his principles, and 
zealous to make converts to his 
faith; but therewithal ſo avari- 
cious, that he would make the 
others ſubſervient to his worldly 
intereſt. | 

A man fo zealous and avart- 


. .cious, could not overlook fo fair a 


proſpect as was now preſented of 
gratifying both theſe paſſions. This 
_ ſecret furniſhed him with the means 


of making a convert, and filling his 


pocket with his darling ore. He 
knew that Nelſon's pride would 
make him ſubmit to both thoſe 
conditions, rather than have the 

hi mortifying 
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mortifying ſtory made public, 
which he reſolved to threaten him 
with. He accordingly waited upon 
Nelſon for that purpoſe ; who did 
not remember: his face again, al- 
though he had ſeen him before at 
his mother's, in the habit of a lay- 
man. | | 
Nelſon begged to be made ac- 
quainted with his name and buſi- 
neſs; which the prieſt refuſed to 
-  fatisfy him in till Syntax withdrew, 
and left them both together. He 
theninformed him, © that his name 
« was Gerrard, and that he had 
the honour of being confeſſor 
* to his late pious parent; launch- 
ing forth in praiſe of her piety, 
« and zeal for the true church; 
* and hinting, how unhappy ſhe 
| had 


* ' 
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„had been in her laſt hours, un 
* account of her ſon's being re 
* probate from that church, out 
« of which none can be ſaved ;— 
« and ſhe left a dying charge upon 
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eme, to labour earneftly for your 
« converſion. It is in obedience 
« to that pious command that 1 
* now wait upon you, ſeconded 
« by my zealous wiſhes to obtain 
« your ſpiritual good.” 85 

Nelſon, who was intirely igno- 
rant of his mother's having chan= 
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ged her religion, was enraged 
againſt the prieſt, and, after telling 

him he was an infamous lar, was 

going to kick him out af the 

houſe. | 

; His rage terrified this prieſtly 
villain ;- but preſently ſummoning 

up 
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up all his courage, he began to 
threaten in his turn z—not with 
bulls and anathemas, for Nelſon 
would not have regarded fuch 
bugbears, but with a diſcovery of 
the above ſtory. Nelſon turned as 
pale as death, when he found that the 
ſtory which covered the memory 
of his parent with diſgrace, and 
filled him with ſhame, was in the 
power of this ſanctified villain. 
He began to reaſon with the 
prieſt with more coolneſs than he 
had ſhewn at firſt; andendeavoured 
to convince him, that the publiſh- 
ing the ſtory would not affect him 
ſo much, as it would injure the 
memory of his late convert. 
This argument had no effet 
upon the other; for he declared 
| he 


ed 
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* 


he would publiſh the ſtory, on pur- 
poſe to humble Nelſon's pride of 
heart ; which needed a check be- 
fore it could be brought to ac- 
knowledge ſuhjettion to a ſpiri- 
tual guide. Nelſon ſaw what the 
infamous prieſt was at, and endea- 
voured to bribe him to ſilence: 
but the prieſt knew his power, and 
therefore would not hearken to 


any thing ſhort of converſion ; well 


knowing, when that was obtained, 
the other would be equally hope- 
ſul Ls 5 


= 


Aſter a ſtruggle between. repu- 


tation and conſcience, the latter 
was ſilenced; and he ſubmitted 


himſelf to the father's | ſpiritual - 
rule, rather than become the ſcorn 
6.1 of. 
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of mankind, for a circumſtance 
in which he was not to blame. 


He was ſoon after privately re- 


ceived, or rather forced into the 
boſom of the holy mother church, 
after reading a recantation of er- 
rors he knew nothing about, and 
confeſſing the articles of faith, for 
which he cared not a fig whether 
they were right or wrong. 

Thus having fucceeded in his 
firſt deſign, father Gerrard began 
to labour in another that concern- 
ed himſelf more nearly. He gave 
Nelſon broad hints, that having 


ſecured his ſpiritual good, the leaſt 


ke could do in return would be to 
make him a ſharer in his temporal 


bleſſings; ©« for the labourer is | 


« worthy of his hire.“ 


Having 
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Having already gone ſo far, 
Nelſon ſaw no way left for a re- 
treat; he was therefore obliged to 
comply with the avaricious de- 
mands of the prieſt in this matter 
alſo. But theſe demands becom- 

ing too frequent, he was exaſpe- 
- rated, and began to contrive means 
to be revenged upon the infamous 
religioſo for this, as well as for his 
forcing him to become a catholic ; 
for he had been ſo much haraſſed 
with the fear of its being diſcover- 


ed by the Quaker, that he found 


it a worſe evil, and threatened 
worſe conſequences, than the diſ- 

; covery of his illegitimacy. 

- He now for the firſt time dif. 

covered his affair to Syntax, com- 
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plaining bitterly of the condu of 
Gerrard, and wiſhing to be freed 

from his future extortions. 
- Syntax was enraged with hear. 
ing of the hardſhips which his maſ- 
ter had ſubmitted to from the vil- 
lainous prieſt, and inſtantly began 
to contrive a ſcheme to get him 
extricated out of his power.. 
He fell upon one at laſt, which 
he thought would amply revenge 
his maſter, and at the ſame time 
inſure him from his future perſua- 
ſions. To aſſiſt him in the ſcheme, 
he engaged two rigid Scotch preſ- 

byterians, who undertook to help 
him without fee or reward; becauſe 
it was with the meritorious deſign 
of giving the old whore a good 
| +» whipping: 


2 


* 


whipping: “ An ſhame fav my 
te ſaul, gin ſhe dis na deſerve it!“ 


* - 
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A NEW WAY OF CONVERTING, 


Accordingly, next day, when 
Gerrard waited upon his new con- 
vert, and was ſoliciting ſomething 
towards the ſupport of the holy 
ſociety, Propaganda de Fade, 
Syntax and his myrmidons burſt 
open the door; and laying hold of 
father Gerrard, they ſtripped him, 

and began to uſe nine ſharp argu- 
ments upon a part that ſhall be 
nameleſs; knowing chat place to 
be more ſuſceptible of conviction 


than his mind, They, were not 


wrong 
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wrong in their conjeQures; for 
Gerrard gave ſymptoms of their 
irreſiſtible effects, by bellowing 
out as loud as he was able, and 
twiſting his face into a hundred 
different contortions. Finding 


their arguments had bended his 


contumacious heart, they next 
proceeded to confeſs him, or ra- 
ther to make him ſwallow the con- 


feſſion of faith and the ſolemnleague 


and covenant; which he did ſtoop 
and roop, rather than feel any 
more of the ſharp arguments of a 
cat-o-nine-tails. In ſhort, they 
obliged him to take an oath to be 
a true ſon “ © the gude auld 
« kirk,” and to give thoſe three 


worthies, the Pope, the Devil, and 


the Pretender, to perdition. 
033441 T7 They 


in 


J 
p 


THE MAN OF FAILING 273 


They began then to ſtrip Nel- 
fon in the ſame manner, and to 


uſe the ſelf-ſame arguments with 
him that had been ſo ſucceſsful 
with the other: but whether their 


arguments were applied more 


ſharply (for the Scotſmen had 
not been let into all Syntax's de- 
ſign), or whether his mind was 
more open to conviction, is not 


known, but he ſued for a parley as 


ſoon as he felt the above inſtru- 
ment applied to his partes poſte- 
riores; and made a recantation 
of his new faith, giving the 
above three worthies to the miſer- 
able fate that Gerrard had done 
before him; but in place of mak- 


ing him gorge down the ſolemn. 
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league and covenant, &c. they 


made him take a vow, never to 


have any connettign again wich 
the ſcarlet whore all his life. 


The ſucceſsful miſſionaries then | 


left their new converts to dreſs 
themſelves. As ſoon as they were 
gone out of the houſe, the holy 
father, forgetting the ſanctity of 
his profeſſion, uttered the moſt 
horrible imprecations againſt his 
floggers, all the time of his re- 
clothing himſelf. _ 
From that he proceeded to the 
comforting of his fellow-ſufferer, 
and was beginning to abſolve him 


from the oath he had taken; butNel- 
ſon ſtopped him ſhort, by remind- 


ing him that he was not abſolved 


himſelf 
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himſelf and by raiſing ſome ſcru- 
ples againſt the lawfulneſs of 
breaking his oath. 


2 


The prieſt was very 97 at 

his raiſing objeQions againſt ſuch 

a trifling affair as an oath; and in- 

formed him, that the Pope gave 

him power to abſolve himſelf, or 

any one whatſoever, not only from 

oaths forced upon them, as his was, 

but alſo from thoſe taken volunta- 

rily, and of their ownaccord, forthe 

purpoſe of benefiting the church, or 

deceiving heretics. Nelſon, how- 

ever, would not be convinced, nof 

accept of his offered abſolution on 

any condition; for he reſolved, 

ſince he was now free of them, to 
| keep clear, let the conſequence be 
f what it would. Ever ſince he had be- 
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come acatholic, he had repented 


of it, being tormented with-uneaſy 
thoughts, and fearful apprehen- 
ſions of its being diſcovered; which 
would have effettually baniſhed 
him from the Quaker's houle. 
The cunning prieſt, ſeeing him 
ſo reſolute in his oppoſition, was 
very much enraged; and began to 


form conjeQtures that the ſcheme 


had been formed by Nelſon him- 
ſelf. He did not let drop any thing 
of this ſuſpicion ; but when he 
took leave, he watched before the 
houſe, in hopes of ſeeing or hearing 
ſomething that would confirm his 
ſuſpicions. He was not long in re- 
ceiving a pretty good confirmation 


of what he wiſhed for; for, when 


Syntax ſaw him go away, he went 
; to 
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to his maſter's room, to whom he 


told the whole plan of his opera- 
tions, and begged his pardon for 
making him a ſharer in the diſci- 
pline; which was done, on pur- 
poſe to hide the concern he had in 
it from the knowledge of Gerrard. 

Nelſon not only freely pardoned 
him, but alſo rewarded him for 
his ingenious contrivance; and 


heartily joined him in laughing at 


the diſcipline which the poor 


flogged prieſt had got from him. 
Cerrard heard theſe repeated burſts 
of laughter out of doors; and be- 
ing now fully convinced how much 


he had been duped by his new 


convert, he vent home raging 
with fury, and vowing vengeance 
againſt the unſuſpecting youth. 
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He delayed not a day to put his 
revenge in practice; for he pub. 
liſhed the ſtory of Nelſon's illegi- 
timacy next morning, in the moſt 
open manner ; and produced his 
mother's atteſtation, in writing, 


ſigned by himſelf and two brother 


prieſts. | 
This ſtory attratted the attention 


of the whole city; for old Nelſon 


had been ſo univerſally known, 


that a ſtory of this nature could not 
fail to excite their attention. 


Among others, it reached the ears 
of two near relations of old Ga- 
briel's, whoſe intereſt obliged them 
to ſearch to the bottom of it. They 
ſoon found out Gerrard, who de- 
livered up the atteſtation, and 
promiſed them the evidence of 


himſelf 


hi. 


ne 
tt 
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himſelf and brother prieſts, after 
he had received a handſome gra- 
tuity. 

Poor Nelſon ſoon heard the ge- | 
neral report, but was ignorant of 
there being any proofs of it in ex- 
iſtence, excepting the prieſt's own 
knowledge: he was, therefore, 
very greatly ſhocked when theſe 
two people waited upon, and pre- 
ſented to him a written evidence 
of his illegitimacy, ſigned with his 
mother's name; and inſiſted upon 
an immediate delivery of all the 
goods and chattels that had be- 


longed to the late Gabriel Nelſon, 


and threatening to try him as a 
robber or pilferer. Nelſon could 
not ſtand the ſhock of ſuch an un- 


_ expetted evidence of his diſgrace, 
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accompanied with ſuch an unex- 
Peted and haughty demand, with 
his accuſtomed manlineſs, but gave 
vent to his. vexation in a ſilent 
burſt of tears. Theſe, however, 
had no effect upon the unfeeling 
minds of Gabriels heirs: they be- 
held the anguiſh of his ſoul without 
an emotion of pity, although one 
of them had been generouſly re- 
lieved by Nelſon while he was in 
great diſtreſs; nay, they upbraided 
him with the names of. a cheat and 
villain, and branded his mother's 
memory with opprobrious epithets. 
At another time, Nelſon would 
have rented their haughty be- 
haviour and. injurious language 
with becoming ſpirit; but this 
unlooked-for circumſtance com- 

pletely 
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pletely deprived him of all his 4 


tural firmneſs, and made him ſub- 
mit to their hauteur with ſilent de- 


jection, while, he delivered into 


their hands every bond, paper, 
&c. that belonged to his late re- 


puted father. When they had 
ſtripped him of all theſe, and the 


clothes, trinkets, &c. &c. except 


what he carried upon bis back, 


they left him to his own diſagree- 
able meditatians.. | 


The world contained not a more 
wretched being than Nelſon at 


that minute. He beheld, in ima- 


gination, contempt and reproach 


meeting him from every quarter: 
even thoſe whom he loved moſt, 


and who had hitherto been his beſt 


friends, now appeared to deſert 
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him, and 19in in the general ſcorn. 


— There appeared not a comfort 
left to leſſen the miſeries of his 
condition. The friendſhip of the 
Quaker—the love of his charming 
daughter—were {wept away in the 
general ruin; for he could not 

think upon theſe in any other 


light than as a dream of happineſs 
to the miſerable, , which vaniſhes. 


with their-broke ſtumbers, and 
leaves them encircled with real 
miſery. 


His mind dwelt ſo eagerly upon 


theſe gloomy proſpe tts, that he was 


almoſt thoroughly convinced of 
their reality before - hand ; and 
brought him to a degree of def. 
peration againſt Heaven itſelf, im- 


pioufly charging his Maker vith 


crueky, 
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cruelty, by attributing to him the 
cauſe of all his misfortunes. He 
was at the laſt boundaries of rea- 
ſon, however, before ſuch an im- 
pious thought found admiſſion into 
his mind. In this gloomy diſpoſi- 
tion, he took a reſolution of put- 
ting an end to a life that had not a 


fair proſpett left; but which ſeem- 
ed equally to be the ſcorn of men, 
and the ſport of Heaven. 


Syntax happily diſcovered ſymp- 


toms of his fatal reſolution in his 


countenance, and from a few little 
circumſtances which he obſerved ; 
and therefore watched him fo 
cloſely, for the whole day, that 
(in ſpite of his endeavours to give 
him the flip) he prevented him 
from effecting his fatal purpoſe. 
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He was relieved from his anxious 
attendance, at night, by the intem- 


perance of a burning fever, which 


ſettled upon Nelſon's faculties, and 
deprived him of all ſenſe and re- 
colleQion of his unfortunate ſitua- 


tion. 


He continued in this ſtate for 


ſome days; and then a dawn of 


reaſon was given him, which made 


him again ſenſible of his ſituation, 


and to an additional cauſe of 
grief. 5 i 
The perſon in whoſe houſe he 
lodged, was, like many others 
among mankind, a profeſſed friend 
to Nelſon while he had no need of 
his friendſhip; but when he found 
he was deprived of the means of 
making a return to his civilities, 
exit ; which 
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which Nelſon had ever been ready 


to do, he ſaw no reaſon why he 


ſhould not adopt the common pro- 
verb, “ Charity begins at home.“ 
He had not yet been ſolicited on 
the ſcore of obligation by Nelſon; 
but he had a prudent foreſight, that 
told him that he was © a poor dog, 
* not worth a groat, and conſe- 
quently unable to pay for his lodg- 
ings; he, therefore, humanely de- 
termined to keep him out of debt 
by turning him out of doors. He | 
accordingly gave Nelſon warning 
to remove at quarter. day, which 
happened to be only a few Ops 
after. 

The cruel conduct of this ſelfiſh 
wretch, gave an additional pang to 
the heart of that unfortunate youth; 
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and made him ſenſible that i U * | 
not yet quite callous to misfortune. 


He made no anſwer to his unfeel- 


ing landlord, but deſired Syntax 
to © diſpoſe of every rag he could 
« find; and with the produce we 
«will find fome obſcure lodging 


* wherein to paſs a few more days 
of miſery.—Death will ſoon re- 


« Jjeve me from that, and the 


« cruelty of my fellow- creatures. 


« Weep not, my honeſt, my only 
« friend; it will be a friendly re- 
« moval from a ſlate of bitter pain. 
«© —1 would face death a hundred 
* times, rather than be guilty of 
this man's cruelty.” 

Syntax's honeſt heart was greatly 
affected with his maſter's ſorrows; 
and he would have cheerfully ſa- 

eriſiced 
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crificed his life to procure him | 
happineſs.— At the ſame time he 
was boiling with rage againſt the 
unfeeling wretch, that could think 
of turning him out of his houſe 
while he was in a high fever. He 
went up ſtairs, and taking his whole 
ſtore of money, which conſiſted of 
ten guineas, he paid the landlord 
bis demands, and laid the remain- 
der on the table before his maſter. 
The gratitude of this poor fellow 
affected the latter ſo. much, that 
his eyes bore teſtimony to the 
grateful feelings of his heart. 

The landlord's ſeverity was ſoft- 
ened by the fight of Syntax's gold; 
and it made him ſo very civil as 
to offer Nelſon his lodgings, at 
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the uſual rent, as long as he pleaſed 
to remain in them: but the latter 
would not accept of an appearance 
of obligation from ſuch an unge- 
nerous mortal; and, therefore, or- 
dered Syntax to go in ſearch of 
another more ſuited to his ruined 
orale i oke 


While Syn v was gone upon 


that errand, Nelſon began to think 


ſeriouſly upon another world, be- 
ing perſuaded that his broken 
heart and decayed body could not 
long ſuſtain him in this. That he 
might diſcharge a debt of gratitude | 
which he owed the friendſhip of 
the Quaker, be raiſed himſelf by 
the aſſiſtance of his nurſe, and 
* ſhift to write him a ſhort 


letter ; 
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letter; in which-he took his* laſt 
adieu of him, not expełting to ſee 
him again in his mortal ſtate, 


% Beſt of Friends! 


It is in all probability the laſt 
« time 1 ſhall be able to communi- 
« cate with you ; death will ſoon 
make a ſucceſsful effort againſt 
« one that is miſerably decayed in 
.* body and broken of heazt. Before 
ce that event takes place, ſuffer me 
* to return you the thanks of an 
« heart that is fill grateful, al- 
though it is cruſhed under a 
« weighty load of misfortunes; for 


« thy former friendſhip, which 


« once reſtored me to happineſs, 
te alas! that is again fled for ever; 


te and 
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«and thy friendly, thy god-like 
« compaſſion would now be in 
e yain. 
Farewell! I am a beggar in 
« the world's goods. May that Be- 
te ing, whoſe merciful and com- 
e paſſionate attributes. you imitate, 
© bleſs you and yours with ſu- 
t preme happineſs and felicity! 
« ABEL NELSON.” 


The writing of this letter coſt 
him a ſevere conflict: — It was like 
the winding up of all eartly con- 
cerns; and, among the reſt, a to- 
tal reſignation of all his hopes of 
ever poſſeſſing the amiable Rachel 
Seymour. The thought of this 
pained his heart more ſeverely than- 


any thing beſides, and excited the 


tear 
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tear of deſpair from his almoſt 
_ drained eyes. How hard was the 
ſtruggle to his heart! There was 
no remedy againſt it, however: he 
was obliged to ſubmit to the pain- 
ful thought of an eternal ſepara- 
tion. When he had accompliſhed 
that, he found his breaſt ſomewhat 
reſigned to the will of his Creator. 
le vas no longer an indifferent 
man, as he had hitherto been, in 
the affairs of religion. He now 
found, that the vain conceits and 
pride of human wiſdom could not 
ſupport him at the approach of that 
awful period, when “ the golden 
« bowl would be broken, the 
« ſilver cords unloofed, and the 
« immortal ſpirit called to return 
to that God who gave it.? 
| While 
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While he was engaged in ſo- 
lemn thoughts upon the approach 
of that awful period, his friend the 
Quaker made his appearance. At 
ſight of him, Nelſon's heart leaped 
with joy, and his tears fell, when he 
felt the friendly hand of the Qua- 
ker preſs his, with a fervor that 
ſpoke the feelings of a nnn | 
heart. 

This excellent man could not 
reſtrain his own tears, when he 
beheld the emaciated appearance 
and dejefted looks of the unfortu- 
nate youth. He preſſed him to his 
boſom with the ardour of a parent, 
chat is in danger of having a be- 
loved ſon torn. from him for ever. 
This uncommon tenderneſs raiſed 
a tumult of tender ideas in Nel- 


me”... 5 {on's. 
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ſon's breaſt; and the image of 
his beloved Rachel was again 


beginning to re-kindle pleaſing 


hopes; but recolleQion' immedi- 
ately checked theſe, by telling him 
they were without the leaſt found - 
ation; and cauſed his heart to un- 


dergo an inward agony that almoſt - 


choaked him. 


« Be compoſed, young man,” 


ſaid the affectionate Quaker, per- 
ceiving his emotions, and preſſing 
his hand, I hope it will yet be 
« well with thee. Perhaps thy af- 


« flictions were ſent thee on a 
good defign—to kill that pride 
* that lurketh in thy heart: if fo, 
thou wilt have reaſon to ſay, it 
vas good for thee, that thou waſt 
= “ 

This 
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This worthy man vas aſſiduous 
in his endeavours to raiſe the 
dooping ſpirits of Nelſon, and he 
ſucceeded; for there was no one 
better calculated to do it, than the 
father of his Rachel. 


— —— —— 


A FAVOURABLE CHANGE. 


In a few days he was in a con- 


dition to be removed to the Qua- 
ker's houſe, where he vas daily 


viſited by Dr. F ; who did 
more, for the reſtoration of his pa- 
tient's bealth and ſpirits, by his 
friendly and affectionate treatment, 
than by his preſcriptions. Both, 


however, added to the obliging and 


attentive behaviour of Mr. Sey- 
mour 


THE MAN OF FAILING. 195 


mour and his family, and the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a good natural conſti- 


tution, ſoon reſtored him to his 


former ſtate of health. 


Having no income now to ſup- 


port him, he was obliged to part 
with his faithful friend Syntax. 
The Quaker, who was ever ready 


to ſerve his fellow- creatures, got 


Dr. F to take the latter in- 
to his ſervice; where he lived 
much happier than he could have 


done in the drudgery employment 
of a teacher, which he had been 


thinking of following, but was pre- 


vailed upon by Nelſon to drop it, 


knowing his unfitneſs for that em- 
ployment. a 


It is an obſervation, that love 
does not affect, mutually, two per- 
| ſons 
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ſons that live together in the ſame 


houſe; The reaſon may be, be- 
cauſe they have more opportu- 
nities of-diſcovering one another's 
faults and imperfections, than thoſe 
that live at a diſtance, and have 
fewer opportunities of being toge- 
ther; for abſence oftentimes adds 
ſtrength to this paſſion. 

Nelſon, however, was an excep- 
tion to this remark ; for the lon- 
ger he was acquainted with Ra- 


chel, he liked her the better; and 


the more he ſaw of her, the more 
excellencies did he diſcover in her 
character and conduct. Rachel 
likewiſe had the ſame favourable 
opinion of him, though her extreme 
delicacy hindered her from diſco- 
vering it by her actions. 
| What 
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What a bliſsfultime did he enjoy 


Vith this plain family! He baniſhed 


all ideas of parting from his mind, 
as much as poſſible : but he could 
not do it long; for it was impoſſible 
for him to live without employing 
his talents ſome way or other, as 
he could not always live upon the 
Quaker. 

After many reflections upon this 
ſubje&, he at laſt reſolved to part, 
although he did not yet know what 
employment he ſhould follow. He 


-imparted his difficulties to the 


Quaker, and crayed his advice to 
dire& him in his future purſuits. - 

« Friend Abel, be not in haſte; 
e hope thou art not tired of ſo- 
“ journing with us already,” ſaid 
he to Nelſon. 1g 

Vor. I. K “O no! 
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O no! Sir, I have rather been 


« too happy; Lam afraid I ſhall not 
te be able to live comfortably any 
« where elſe.— All the unhappi- 
% neſs I now feel, is the thought 
te of parting from ſuch kind bene- 
« factors. — But, alas! I muſt part 
« with them, though it is like tear- 
« ing ſoul and body aſunder.“ 

« Itrejoiceth me tohear that thou 
« art again happy.—Long mayeſt 
c thou be ſo, my young friend! But 
% am loth to think that thou wilt 


« not alſo be happy when thou art 
« gone from hence: — the grati- 


re tude of thy heart deceives thee; 
« for thou canſt retain an affec- 


« tionate remembrance of us, and 
te be happy alſo, although thy lot 


may remove thee to a diſtance. 
; % —Haſt 


r 
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— Hat thou any objeftion 
© againſt abiding in London?“ 

« Very great ones! becauſe it 
« would be impoſlible for me to 
« viſit a place which contains all 
ee that I hold dear. The reſt of 
the. world is a wilderneſs to me; 
there is no one that will regard 
me, and, alas! no one that I 
«can regard.” . 

“Abel, Abel, the pride of thy 
* heart is not altogether ſubdued ; 
* thou feeleſt reſentment. againſt 
* mankind, becauſe thou feareſt 
*their ſcorn, Meaſure not all 
* men by the ſample thou haſt had, 
* for it will make thee ſhun the 
„company of all; and conſe- 


F* quently every one will ſhun 


© thine.—A penſive ſoul feeds 
K 2 | « upon 


" 
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* upon nothing but bitters; there- 
fore beware of making that thy 
te boſom friend. You cannot ex- 
* pe to find all men ſincere in 
te their friendſhip; thou wilt be 
* be happy, if thou findeſt one out 
« of ten.—I have a brother in 
« London, who will 'receive thce 
with affeQtion on my account, 
e and eſteem thee on thy own.— 
„He has promiſed to look after 
« thy welfare: thou wilt lodge in 
« his houſe, and be treated as 
« his own ſon. I have ordered a 
friend to get ready ſuch necel- 
« ſaries as may be needful for thee: 
« give him thy own direQions, and 

« he will get them to thy mind.” 
Nelſon's eyes overflowed with 
gratitude; but he was unable to 
ſpeak : 
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ſpeak : for, if the idea of parting 
was painful before, it was now 
doubly ſo, when he found it fo 
near, and thought upon the diſ- 
tance that would be between them. 
He could not help. reckoning this 
as one of the greateſt of his mis- 


. fortunes : many things might hap- 


pen at ſuch a diſtance, that might 
be inimical to his love, and he not 
hear of it in time, 

But whatever apprehenſions he 
had, and however irkſome the 


journey was to him, he reſolved 


to make no objeQtion, after hear- 
ing that the Quaker had ſettled | 
the affair with his brother : his 
complaints, therefore, were all to 
himſelf. © I was born to be miſer- 
«able; it is, therefore, in vain to 

| Kk3 © oppoſe 
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« oppoſe the will of Heaven.—O, 


hy was I brought back from 


« the gates of death, when my ſou} 
« had freed itſelf from the vexa- 
* tious cares of life, to taſte a hap- 
* pineſs, the loſs of which will 
«make. life miſerable ?” 

He was careful of hiding the 
chagrin which the thought of 
this journey gave him, from the 
eyes of the Quakers; he rather 
appeared to be cheerfut before 
them, leſt he ſhould give them 


cauſe to think that he was of a 


diſpolition unable to be made 
happy. Mr. Seymour unexpett- 
edly ſurpriſed him at one time; 
however, in his melancholy mood : 
he entered Nelſon's apartment, 
leading in his daughter, and ſaying, 


ee, 
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« See, friend Nelſon, what my 
daughter Rachel is preparing for 
e thee; holding out an elegant 
breaſt-pin, the figure on which' 
was Virtue leading a youth to the 
temple of Honour. But, ah!” 
cries he, with ſurpriſe, at ſceing 
Nelſon's dejected appearance, * is 
te this the happineſs that thou waſt 
« perſuading me thou hadſt re- 
“gained? What meaneth that grief 
- that is painted in thy face?“ 
Nelfon aſſumed a more cheer- + 
ful countenance, and perſuaded his 
friend that he was not unhappy, 
although he ſaw him in tears. 
* They are only the overflowings 
te of a grateful heart, that has been 
« eaſed of a load of miſery.” , 
bu K 4 This 


* 


204 THE MAN OF FAILING, 


| This excuſe deceived Mr. Sey- 
mour, but did not ſatisfy his 


beloved daughter. She ſuſpeQed 1 
| that Nelſon was ſtill unhappy, and _ we 
that ſuſpicion affected her more wa 
than ſhe was aware of. Love has mi 
quick eyes to difcover every o 
favourable circumſtance , that CC 
makes for itſelf. NeMon ſecretly ni 

| diſcovered a ſympathy in her man- al 
- ner, which gave bim faint hopes W 
that ſhe regarded him in a kinder 3 
light than as a mere acquaintance. a 
A circumſtance happened in a \ 
few days, that put it beyond a 


doubt. — 


— 


—— ——  >——— 


» 
AN 
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AN INSULT CORRECTED. 


One afternaon, Rachel and_he 
went to take a walk together. He 
was dreſſed in a ſuit of clothes 
much plainer than what he had 
formerly worn; and, being ac- 
companied by her, ſpedtators 
naturally took him for a Quaker 
alſo. In the progreſs of their 
walk, they accidentally met with 
Mrs. Miller and her daughter, 
accompanied by Mr. Spruce, 


who was now the huſband of the 
latter, When they diſcovered. 


Nelſon in his plain dreſs, accom- 
panied by Rachel, they concluded 
that he had conformed to the cuſ- 


toms of the Quakers, and, with a 


K 5 tanta- 
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tantalizing air, made him a very 
polite. curtſey ;- which he looked 
upon in the right light, and there- 
fore paſſed by them without mak- 
ing a return. 


This hauteur- affronted the old 


lady ſo much, that ſhe obſerved 
aloud, « Friend Abel is an apt 
« ſcholar; for he has already learn- 
« ed all the unpolite booriſhneſs of 


the Quakers.” 


% No wonder that he ſhould 
« learn ſo ſoon, Mamma,” ſaid the 


|; daughter; « for he has the light of 


* ” 


« fiſter ' Ruth's eyes to aſſiſt the 


*« inward light for that purpoſe.” 

« And the warmth of her lips 
T alſo,” ſaid the conceited cox- 
comb that attended them; © for I 
« warrants ye they are not ſo icy 
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as them there prim looks would 
© make us believe.—With your 
% permiſſion, ſiſter Ruth, ſaid 
he, conceitedly ſtrutting up to her, 
J will make bold to try whether 
* they be. made of fleſh and 

te blood.” | | | 
This threatened inſult made the 
ſweet girl burſt into tears. Nelſon, 
at ſight of theſe, which added in- 
dignation to his contempt, forget- 
ting he was in a public place, 
ſnatched a cane out o a gentle- 
man's hand that was paſſing, with 
which he belaboured the inſolent 
puppy till he forced him to roar 

oat murder with all his might. 

| Thoſe who had been witneſſes 
of the inſult, commended him 
for his ſpirit, and hoped the other 
KLE" *:0- would 
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| would be taught, by this diſcipline, 
a litile more prudence for the 
future. Mrs. Miller and her 
daughter cried through ſpite, at 
ſeeing every one take the fide of 
Nelſon, and flunk away with their 
vanquiſhed hero, who vowed re- 
venge againſt Nelſon, only for giv- 
ing him the chaſtiſement which his 
inſolence deſerved. 
As this encounter terrified the 
gentle Rachel to a great degree, 
2 gentleman who perceived it, 
offered her and Nelſon the uſe of 
his carriage; which they accepted, 
and he ſet them . down at her 
4 father*s houſe, after he had obtain- 
dd permiſſion to call upon her next 


* 


A RIVAL, 
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A RIVAL. 


This gentleman, whoſe name 
was Thornton, was ſtruck with 
the expreſſive features of Rachel, 
notwithſtanding her unadorned 

appearance: he had never been 
affected with the bewitching paſ- 
ſions till he ſaw her, although he 
had been a conſtant attender at 
polite reſorts, and often tempted, 
by the ſmiling charms of conſcious 
beauty, to liſt himſelf in their 
ſervice. In aſking permiſſion to 
call upon the Quakers next day, 
he had only the view of aQting the 
part of a polite gentleman, who 
thinks himſelf obliged to inquire 
after the health of a lady, although 

ſhe 
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ſhe may have only affected illneſs 
on purpoſe to procure another 
viſit from a lover for whom ſhe 
has a ſecret liking. 

After viliting her next day, 
however, he found he could not get 
her out of his head, nor keep him- 
ſelf from viſiting her the following 
day; although ſhe affected no airs 
of ill health to make him continue 
them. 

Theſe viſits became habitual to 
him without defign; and his be- 
haviour, by degrees, unknown to 
himſelf, diſcovered to the yuick- 
fighted Nelſon, what a formidable 
rival he had got; who thereupon 
began to feel thoſe pangs of jea- 
| louſy, which naturally accompany 
the fears of loſing the moſt be- 


loved 
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loved objet of our affections, by 
having it taken from us by ſuperi- 
rior attrachions. He attentively | 
watched the looks of Rachel, yet | 
could not) diſcover in them any 
partiality for his rival; but ſaw 
enough to flatter him with the 
hopes of being the favoured lover 
himſelf: for, after the encounter 
with Spruce, ſhe certainly regard- 
ed Nelſon with more partiality 
than ſhe had done before. But 
his new-raiſed- jealouſy blinded 
him ſs much, that nothing ſhort of 
mathematical evidence, or a direct 
confeſſion of her love, could have 

ſet his mind at eaſe. 

After a fortnight's acquaintance, 
Mr. Thornton declared himſelf - 
her lover, by aſking her father's 

permiffion 
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permiſſion to addreſs her. Mr. 
Seymour, after making the neceſ- 
ſary inquiries reſpecting his cha- 


ratter, granted him that liberty, 


and even recommended him to his 
daughter. Her mother alſo, who 
loved ſplendour, although ſhe was 
2 Quaker, did her utmoſt to pro- 


mote the match; for Mr. Thorn- 


ton was a great favourite of the 
old lady's. | f 
What a ſituation was Nelſon's, 
when he was made acquainted with 
the favourable reception that his 
Tival had received ! He, for a mo- 
ment, did as much injury to Mr. 
Seymour's character, as to think 
him equally ſelfiſh with the reſt of 
mankind; and next reſolved to 
put his friendſhip to the teſt; by 


NEE: openly 
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openly declaring himſelf Mr. 
Thornton's rival, and ſoliciting 
the like permiſſion that was given 
to him. | 

His cooler reflections, however, 
convinced him of the abſurdity of 
ſuch a reſolution. They told him, 
that his addreſſes would be the 
height of preſumption, and would 
not fail to meet with the contempt 
which they deſerved. “ Though 
te they conſider me as a ſon, and 


« allow me to uſe that title; yet 


« the very mention of my attach- 
te ment for her, would make them 
« recall that privilege, and look 
« upon me with contempt. No!” 
adds he, taking the reſolution of 
- deſpair, © I will never ſubjed my- 
« {elf ta that danger: ſooner ſhall 


cc this 


| 


i "4 
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« this heart burſt under its deſpair, 
* than give cauſe for me to be 
c taxed with preſumption.” 


JM 


nor zs FOR A LOVER. 
With this reſolution, he vainly 
attempicd to conquer his paſſion, 
by denying himſelf the ſatisfaction 
of being in her company; and 
when he could not do that, he for- 
bad his eyes the pleaſure of con- 


templating thoſe of Rachel Sey- 


mour. The reſolutions of one in 
tove are as variable as the wind. 
For half a day, Nelſon could. al- 
moſt keep to his purpoſe ; but the 


next half would undo all” that he 


- had 
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had done: for he would ſecretly 
ſteal a glance, to obſerve if his al- 
tered condudt had an effect upon 
Rachel. It had an effect, and he 
diſcovered as much; for he ſaw an 
unuſual melancholy on her coun- 
tenance, and heard her now and 
then heave ſighs, which, till then, 
had b en ſtrangers to her boſom. 
Her appearance made him fear 
that ſhe was ſecretly unhappy ; he 


was anxious to know if his own 


behaviour was the cauſe of it, but 


did not know by what means he 
could ohtain that intelligence; for 
he was afraid of entering into a 
gonverſation with her, upon a ſub- 
je& that would bring him into 
the danger of betraying his own 
Rn. | 


— 


216 THE MAN OF FAILING. 


. For ſome time he was very un- 
eaſy. on that account; but bis re- 
ſerve withheldhim fromleading her 
toa converſation upon it, till he one 
day perceived a tear filently ſteal- 
ing down her cheek. He was agi- 
| tated at the fight, and earneſtly 
inquired the cauſe of her grief. 
Giving him a look of tenderneſs 
that went to his ſoul, her tears be- 
gan to roll faſter, which ſhe endea- 
voured to hide with her handker- 
chief. 
ee For Heaven's ſake!” cried he, 
taking her hand, while he involun- 
tarily kiſſed it, “tell me what it 
«1s that occaſions thoſe precious 
« tears ?—lIs it in my power, is it 
<« in the power of thy parents, to 
remove it perhaps they have 
« pained 
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« pained you by their intreaties on 
« Mr. Thornton's account: if ſo, 
« diſguiſe not the truth, for they 


« prefer your tranquillity above 
«all earthly conſiderations.” 


« Ah!” ſays ſhe, endeavouring 
to dry her tears, I wiſhed to con- 
* ceal my weakneſs from every eye. 
* It is of but little conſequence ; 
ce therefore ſeek not to know the 
e cauſe—1I ſhall be well again in 
« alittle time.” - | 

« Ah! Miſs Seymour, that bo- 
« ſom was not wont to be diſturb. 
« ed with matters of little conſe- 
« quence. Whatever it is, I could 
« lay down my life to make you 
* eaſy.—But,” added he, check- 
ing his eagerneſs, © I preſume too 
% much by requiring this confi- 
2 « dence. 
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cc dence. If 1 have, pardon a fault 
« that is occaſioned by my ardent 
te wiſhes for your happineſs.” 

« Ah! Nelſon,” returned ſhe, 
with a ſmile, but fighing at the 
ſame time, © you little know me, 
if you imagine I am offended 
« with your intereſting yourſelf in 
« my affairs. Is there any one 
« next to my parents, whoſe regard 
J ſet a greater value upon?“ 

Heavens ! how his heart beat at 
hearing this flattering ſpeech! For- 
getting his reſolutions, and the ob- 
| ftacles that lay between, he fell 
on his knees, and kiſſed her hand 


with the moſt extreme fervor.: 


Then raiſing his eyes to her bluſh- 
ing face, he exclaimed, © Am I 
then ſo bleſſed as to ſtand next 
i « your 


* 
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your beloved parents in your 
* eſteem; or do my ears deceive 
„% me I wiſh not to preſume: 
but tell me, am I indeed fo 
« fortunate as to poſſeſs that ſhare 
« of your regard?” I 
% How forward you are,” ſaid ' 
| the, with aſſumed coldneſs, think- 
ing ſhe had given him too much 
encouragement, «to miſtake the 
« meaning of my words!” 
« Pardon me, Madam, —Miſs 
* Seymour, —for a preſumption 
« which I have been unintention- 
« ally betrayed into: believe me, 
« I would have died ſooner than 
« have done it, if I had not been 
« deceived by the eagerneſs of my 
« heart to catch at the leaſt ſhadow 
« of your eſteem. Let that plead 
«c my 


220 THE MAN OP FAILING. 


9 my pardon for an offence, which 
« I never will be guilty of again:“ 
and then he retired without dar- 
ing to look her in the face. 
Dreading to meet the look of 
his offended miſtreſs, he went 
abroad, leaving word with the 
ſervant, that he ſhould not return 
till night. He did not, at firſt, 
know how to paſs a ſingle day, be- 
ing now entirely out of the ac- 
quaintance of his former compa- 
nions. At laſt he directed his ſteps 
to Dr. F 's, where his faithful 
friend Syntax reſided. That was 


a few miles in the country, and 
led him by the houſe of Mrs. Mil- 
ler. As he paſſed, he perceived 
Mr. and Mrs. Spruce at the, win- 
dow. The latter unexpeQedly 


made 
bam 


"i 
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him a curtſey, and he in return 
gave her a bow, and then pro- 
ceeded on his journey. 
During his ſtay with Syntax, he 
informed him of the miſtake he 
had been led into by Miſs Sey- 
mour's anſwer: he ſaw the matter 
in a different light from what Nel- 
ſon viewed it in, and endeavoured 
to perſuade him, that her anger 


had been affected, on purpoſe to 


hide the emotions of her heart; 
telling him at the ſame time of 
ſome little circumſtances, which 
he had obſerved while he attend. 
ed upon Nelſon at the Quaker's, 
that corroborated theſe ſuſpicions. 

Although his intelligence did 
not convince Nelſon, yet it leſſen- 
ed his fears, and made him much 

Vor. I. L happier 
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hanpiar than li hadſbeen during 
the firſt part of che day. It alſo 
made him tarry longer with Syn- 
tax than he otherwiſe would have 
done; for it was dark before he 
roſe up to return to Briſtol. Syn- 
tax accompanied bim to within a 
little of that city and then took 
an affeQionate leave of him. 


TERRIBLE DISASTERS» 


A few minutes after they had 
departed, while Nelſon was ex- 
claiming to himſelf, O Rachel, 
« Jet me but poffeſs the happinefs 
of thy eſteem, and 1 fhall think 
-« htttle of every thing that the ma- 
« lice of my W-forront kan heap 


ce upon 
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upon me!” he was all of a 


ſudden ſet upon by two men 


with bludgeons in their hands, who 
attacked him with the fury of meh 


© infpired with revenge 

He happened to have a _”— 
ſtick in his hand; and their "firſt 
blows not having the effeft which 


they wiſhed for, he defended him- 


ſelf with the fpirit of one that is 
put to the extreme dread of loſing 
bis life. His blows were given 
with ſuch a vigorous hand, that 
he preſently brought one of them 
to the ground, and the other to a 
parley. 
« Rufhans!” cried he, ce fy you 
% had aſked m purſe, I would 
have given it.“ But cheſe words 
were hardly out of his mouth, be- 
L 2 . 


56 
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fore a chird man jumped over a 
hedge, and attacked him with more 
fury than the others had done. It 
Vas impoſſible for him to defend 
himſelf long in this unequal con. 
reſt; he was brought to the ground, 
after a ſtout reſiſtance ; but not till 
he had given themoſt forward of the 
three ſome blows, the marks of 
which he carried to his grave. They 
continued their blows, till they per- 
ceived him without ſigns of life, 
and then left him. 
A few minutes after Syntax had 
parted from Nelſon, his heart 
ſmote him for not ſeeing him ſafe 
to the city before he left him; 
and, after a few ſtruggles in his 
own mind, he returned with the 
intent of ſeeing if he had got ſafe 
2 to 


** 
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to the gates of the city. He found 
him on 'the ground, in the ſtate 
they had left him, covered with 
blood. After examination, not 
perceiving the ſmalleſt ſymptom 


of life in his unhappy friend, Syn- 


tax ſet himſelf down befide him, 
and wept moſt bitterly — for he 
loved him with the affection of a 
parent. | 
Ig a little time, however, he was 
overjoyed by diſcovering ſigns of 
returning like by the heaving of 


Nelſon's breaſt, who ſoon after be- 


came ſenſible of his ſituation, and 


knew his fympathiſing friend. 


Syntax endeavoured then to help 


him upon his legs; but the poor. 


youth was ſo terribly bruiſed, that 
be was quite unable to ſtand. Find- 
. 


1 


*% & f 
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ing all his efforts to help him te 
walk in vain, Syntax ſat down 
upon the ground, and, while he 
ſupported him, wept again moſt 
bitterly, | 
After remaining in this melan- 
choly ſituation for half an hour, a 
chaiſe fortunately came up, and a 
gentleman that was in it was pre- 


vailed upon to carry Nelſon to 


the Quaker's houſe. 
. RacheFsheartupbraidedher, when 


45 ſhe ſaw the effects that her affected 


coldneſs had upon Nelfon; and his 
abſence filled her with the moſt 
anxious thoughts: ſhe concluded, 
that he would look upon her in 


an-unfavaurable light;—and that 
ſhe treated him with ſcorn, as being. 


« dependant-on her father. Theſe 
thoughts 
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) - thoughts gave her great uneaſineſs, 

1 and made her wiſh for his return, 

e that ſhe might convince him of his. 

i error. Her anxiety was augment- 
ed every minute, when ſhe found: 


- him ſtay ſo long abroad; and ſhe 
was beginning to fear that he had 
a bid adieu to her father's houſe for. 
Fa ever, when the chaiſe ſtopped at 
0 the door. Preſently. ſhe heard her 
father ſay, Alas! my ſon Abel, 
n what has befallen thee?” Her 
d heart immediately took an alarm, 
8 and ſhe had juſt as much ſtrength, , 
ſt left as to get to the paſſage, where- 
„ |. the beheld her father and Syntax. 
n ſupporting Nelſon, whoſe clothes. 
at and face were covered with blood. 
8 She inſtantly ſcreamed out, and 
ſe fainted away. Her father hearing 


ts. : 1 4. hes 


228 TRE MAN OF FAILING. 


her ſcream, and ſeeing her fall, let go 


his hold of Nelſon to run to the aſſiſt- 


ance of one that was ſtill dearer to 
him; and the miſerable youth loſing 
his aſſiſtance, (and Syntax being at 
the ſame time in amaze) fell upon 
che ground. The pain of his 
wounds was rendered ſo excruci- 
ating by the fall, that he begged 
Syntax to put an end to his life. 


Nothing but confuſion and ter · 


ror reigned in the houſe of the 
hoſpitable Quaker for more than 
half an hour; ſor Rachel was no 
ſooner come out of one fit, than 
ſhe wasthrown into another, by hear- 
ing the groans of the miſerable Nel- 
ſon. - At length; theſe ceaſed, and 
the concluded that he was gone 
for ever. « But I will accompany 

| * him,” 


— 
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him,“ cried ſhe, riſing up, and 
preſſing towards the room where 
he was; © he ſhall not leave me 
« behind him.“ But when ſhe ſaw 
that he was ſtill alive; forgetting 
all her former reſerve, ſhe ran arid 
claſped her delicate arms around x 
bis neck, with ſigns of the greateſt 
tranſport. Nelſon was in eeſtaſy 
with this proof. of her love; and 
notwithſtanding his ſevere pains, 
he would not have changed his 


condition with the greateſt mo- 

narch on earth. His wounds 
were forgotten; for his arms, all at 

once, ſeemed to have regained 

their former vigour, while he. preſ- 

ſed her hand with ardour to his 

breaſt. 
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F very one preſent was affeted - - 


1 — Jrich the endearing proofs of af- 


= 
_ as» « s - ©? 


* deſigns fruſtrated by this unlook- 


fection which they gave one 
another. The Quaker beheld it 


vithout being diſpleafed ; and even 


Mr. Thornton looked with ſatis- 
ſadtion, although it was the de- 
ſtruction of his hopes. Syntax was. 


_ almoſt as happy as his friend: he 


danced about the room like a 
madman, and gave the ſpeQators: 
reaſon to fear that his briin was 
affetted. Mrs. Seymour was the: 
only perſon that appeared chagrin- 
ed. Her grand expeRQations were 
knocked on the head; which ſeemed; 
ta affe& her more than it did 
Thornton himſelf, who ſeeing his 


ed 


15 
Py 
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ed for diſcovery, very generouſly 
gave up in favour of his rival, to» 
whom he offered his ſervices. 

Mr. Seymour ſhewed no con- 


cern but for the ſafety of his. 
daughter, and the recovery of 


Nelſon. Kiffing the former, and: 
taking the latter kindly by the 
hand, he chid them both for not 


entruſting him with their. love for 


one another. 
- Nelſon's wounds were not long 


kealing, for the happineſs of his: | 


mind. was a moſt efhcacious balſam 


to make a ſpeedy. cure; and his 
beloved Rachel's attention made 
the time of his. confinement paſs. 


away with pleaſure. - : 
The diſcovery of the affeQtion. 
wr ſubſiſted between theſe young. 
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lovers, did not alter Mr. Seymour's 
intention reſpecting his ſcheme of 
ſending him to London; becauſe 
be thought them both too young 
to enter into a connubial ſtate, 
and two years reſidence in London 
might give him inſight into a 
buſineſs of which he intended to 
make him a partner as ſoon as he 
became his ſon-in-law. Nelſon 
ſtill felt regret when the Quaker 
told him of his intentions; for he 
bad flattered himſelf that this 
ſcheme would have been intirely 
given up. Mr. Seymour ſaw his 
diſappointment, .and reaſoned him 
out of it. © If thy affethon 1s | 
* ſincere, friend Abel, as x / 
believe it is, thou wilt not be 
« injured by a ſhort removal from 
ay the 


* . 
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te the ſociety of our daughter 
“Rachel: nay, peradventure, it 
© may be the means of ſtrengthen- 
ing it on both ſides.” 

Nelſon anſwered, that he fhould 
be wholly guided by his direQtion. 
For. though 1 do feel a reluQ- 
© ance at the thoughts of being fo 
long deprived of the company of 
«ſuch beloved friends; yet the 
% knowledge that I am eſteemed 
« and beloved in return, will help 
«to make my baniſhment more 
« agreeable.” | 

Rachel, though ſhe ſaid nothing, 
did not altogether like this jour- 
ney, which was occaſioned by the 
accounts ſhe had heard of Lon- 
don; in which it had been repre- 
| | deen 
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ſented as a ſink of vice and every 
thing that is bad. She did not ex- 
peQ that Heaven would rain fire 
and brimſtone upon it, as upon 
Sodom of old ; but ſhe dreaded. 
that Nelſon would not be able to 
retain his affection for her in a, 
place where conſtant war was car- 
"Tied on againſt chaſtity in either 
ex, and where virtue was openly 
laughed out of countenance for 
ſuch were the repreſentations that 
Vere given of it to her by ſome 
weak friends that had been at the 

| Yearly Meetings. Theſe fears. 
he in fome meaſure confeſſed to 
. Nelſon himſelf, in the moments of: 
mutual and unreſerved communi- 
ation; in that ſoft intercourſe of 


. * _ hearts, 
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| hearts, which is, perhaps, the moſt 
pleaſing and happy period that 
two virtuous lovers can enjoy. If 
it is ſurpaſſed, it is after their 
bands have been joined at the 
altar; and months and years have” 
rolled over their heads without 
finding their affeQion decayed or 
diminiſhed: but rather more 
tender and pleaſingly tranſporting 
than it was at the firſt. | 
Nelſon endeavoured to leſſen 
theſe fears by every teſtimony of 
endearing affedtion; for he was 
now at liberty to conſider her in 
the light of his elected wife. In 
the ſociety of his amiable Rachel, 
the remainder of the time of his 
wy was paſſed in heartfelt delight: 
; ö vere 
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there was nothing that diſtreſſed + 
his mind but the thoughts of part- 
Ing with all that he held dear. The 
Quaker, who loved him with the 
affection of a parent, occaſionally 
gave him ſuch advice as he would 
have given to an only for” on a2 
like occahion ; and when he parted 
with him, he prefſed him to his 
breaſt with ardour, while his eves 
were almoſt ſoftened to tears, «Go, 
v my dear fon,” ſaid he, © and 
e may the Almighty be thy guide, 
* and direct thee in the way that is 
s right! Be honeſt, be virtuous ; 
te but above all mayeſt thou be a 
« Chriſtian, for that comprehends 
« all that is neceſſary to make thee. 
- * enviable among men,” \ 

Bos | The 
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The parting between the young 
lovers was very affecting. Nelſon 
put on an affeQation of cheerful. 
neſs: but it was eaſily ſeen through; 
for he was obliged to tear himſelf 
away at the laſt without being able 
to lay adieu. 

His faithful friend Syntax ac- 
companied him to the ſtage-coach, 
which was waiting. This honeſt 
fellow felt, perhaps, as much regret 
at parting as any one; for he would 
have willingly accompanied Nel. 
ſon to the end of the earth with- 
out fee or reward, fo much affec- 
tion had he for him. In a few 

4 \ minutes the coach ſet off full ſpeed. 
Syntax followed it with his eyes 
? | 2 
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uUlll it was out of fight, and then | 
returned to the Quakers with an 
| heavy heart, 40 carry them the 1 


laſt adieus of their young friend, © © | 
bo | g | 15 5 i \ 
4 AND OF THE FIRST voLuMss,/ 
/ FL | | 
! . { 


— + 
LA F «a ; 
* my 9 
— 
, 25 
1 490 2 4 $ 
3 
\ Fl : 
[ 4 _ 
| 
F 
[ 
\ 
Po 
1 - 
Fy — 


